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USD responds to San Diego wildfires
BY MALLORY
NACHTSHEIM
EDITOR IN CHIEF
With four major fires
raging across San Diego
County, USD has can
celled classes for the
entire week.
"Knowing that many
families have been se
verely impacted, along
with public concerns
about the residual poor
air quality, prompted
the University of San
Diego to cancel classes
for the remainder of the
week," President Mary
E. Lyons said in a state
ment posted on the uni
versity website. "Classes
and regular business op
erations will resume on
Monday, October 29."
The automated phone
calls from the university
began before 9 a.m. on
Monday.
KYAN BKtlNINAN/1 Ht VIS IA

See

FIRE, page 2

Blankets, clothing, food and other items were donated to victims of the fires and stockpiled around Qualcomm Stadium.

Affected students share personal accounts
BY AMY ENGLISH
MANAGING EDITOR
BY MARY BETH
BARKER
NEWS EDITOR
In the past few days, the
fires have impacted students
in various ways. Because
many USD students live
close to campus, many of
their homes have been, and
continue to be, jeopardized
by the unpredictable move
ment of the fires.
The following are a few
perspectives collected from
victims of the fires, volun
teers in evacuation sites and
evacuated students from Pepperdine, another site where
fires have erupted. These
perspectives provide a small
glimpse of how the fires
have disrupted our week, our
homes and our lives.
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Evacuees
Deena Troy: My name is
Deena Troy and I am from
Poway, Calif. I was home
studying for midterms at my
parents' house this past week
end and went to my boyfriend's
parents' house on Sunday night
for dinner. We began watching
the news between looking out
side at the gusting winds and
making sure the palm trees
had not fallen over. At 4 a.m.
we received a reverse 911
call telling us to evacuate my
boyfriends parents house off
of Espola Rd. in Poway, which
borders Rancho Bernardo.
My family and his family
have been staying in Point
Loma at my boyfriend's house
and have been watching the
news non-stop. Houses in both
of our neighborhoods have
gone up in smoke and many of

See STUDENTS, page 2

San Diego
remembers
Cedar fire
BY ANTHONY GENTILE
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

RYAN BRENNAN/THE VISTA

A sign in front of Maher Hall indicates that classes are can
celled. Classes were cancelled countywide last week due to
the fires.

For San Diegans, images of
the fires burning evoke painful
memories from four years ago.
In October 2003, the Cedar fire
burned in eastern and northeast
ern areas of San Diego County.
According to the County of
San Diego's October Wildfires
Damage Assessment Update,
the Cedar fire burned 280,278
acres and destroyed 2,464 resi
dential, commercial and indus
trial units. The North County
Times reported that 15 people
died in the fire.
Brooke Walsh was a fresh
man at USD when the fires hit
in 2003.

See CEDAR, page 3
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"It was nuclear winter, it was like Armageddon. It
looked like the end of the world."
mbarker@usdvista.com

-Mitch Mendler's experience fighting the wildfires in southern
California

COURTESY OF DAVINA COADY

Focus turns to surrounding communities
FIRE, continued
Since then, the university
has utilized various commu
nication techniques, includ
ing emails, text messages
and phone calls to keep the
campus community updated.
USD's Critical Incident Re
sponse Team has been meet
ing several times per day to
assess the evolving situation
with the wildfires. As new
information is received, new
messages are being sent out
to students, faculty and staff.
The CIR Team is comprised
of representatives from numer
ous departments, including
Student Affairs, Academic Af
fairs, Parent Relations, Public
Safety, IT, Human Resources,
University Ministry, Public Re
lations and the Health Center.
"We are being proactive, and
making sure we can address
all possible issues," Pam Gray
Payton, assistant vice president
of Public Relations, said.

According to the univer USD to volunteer their homes
sity website, the campus is for use as shelter for students,
not in immediate danger. should the need to evacuate
The CIR Team developed a campus arise.
Many campus services and
plan in case of evacuation, and
they have arranged a stockpile resources remain open and
of supplies to use in such a available, including dining
services, the Health Center
case.
The team has also turned (mainly for emergencies and
some of their attention to help those with breathing problems
ing other San Diegans. "As such as asthma), Copley Li
soon as we realized we were brary, the Counseling Center,
safe, we turned our attention to Residence Life and University
helping the community," Gray Ministry.
"At some point, we'll have
Payton said.
The response from the USD resources for families who've
and surrounding communi lost homes and other students
ties is already noticeable. The who've been affected," Gray
Center for Community Service Payton said.
Learning took meals to QualCommon gathering areas
comm Stadium, one of the such as the UC, Palomar
main evacuation centers.
Lounge and Crossroads are
Residence Life organized open and air-conditioned. Stu
a fundraiser night at Chevy's dents are encouraged to stay
Mission Valley on Wednesday. inside to avoid inhaling danger
Twenty-five percent of pro ous ashes and these spaces are
ceeds from dinner event went easy places to avoid doing so
to the USD Fire Relief Fund. while still being able to gather
People have also contacted with other students.

RYAN BRENNANAHE VISTA
Top Left: Smoke begins to cover the sky in San Marcos, where a
fire burned for two days last week.
Above: Evacuees set up shelter in the plaza level at Qualcomm
Stadium.
Below: Donations are gathered in the parking lot of Qualcomm
Stadium.
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Students are victims, volunteers in times of tragedy
STUDENTS, continued
our close friends houses
have gone down. In fact my
best friends house in High
Valley of Poway burned to
the ground.
If you would like any
more information about any
specifics such as looters,
stories about retuning back
to our houses or watching
first hand my hometown
burning down please feel
free to ask.
Volunteers

Christy Wagner: I volunteered to serve breakfast with a
group from USD for the evacuation center at Qualcomm Stadium. There seemed to be as
many volunteers as there were
evacuees.
I helped serve food for
breakfast and organize donated supplies for evacuees. The
stadium seemed decently organized for the volume of people
coming into the shelter.
Some volunteer coordinators have been working hour
after hour to make sure meals
are served and supplies were

getting to the people. I felt like directly involved in an event wait in the cafeteria. Stuit was harder for the coordi- that is affecting our commu- dents weren't panicking, but
nators to delegate tasks than nity, especially when volunteer it was pretty serious, being
it was for people to get the opportunities are competitive able to see those flames so
things they needed. The huge and hard to come by.
close to our school. We were
amount of volunteers showed
waiting for them to tell us to
that community members who Pepperdine students
evacuate the entire univerwere unaffected by the fires
Eugene Williams: I am sity instead of sitting in the
wanted to help, but their num- a sophomore at Pepperdine cafeteria. After about four
bers seemed to be a burden at University. When I woke up hours they let us leave the
times.
Sunday morning I could see the dining hall to go back to our
The atmosphere at the stadi- fires right outside the northeast dorms. Students are allowed
um was relatively calm. There side of our campus. The whole to remain on campus, but
were plenty of supplies and area was ablaze and part of our school has been cancelled
kinds of food to accommodate president's house was burning, for the rest of the week. I
the growing numbers of evac- the fires were so close. They am flying home to Colorado
uees. I loved the chance to be made us leave the dorms and until early next week.
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ORLD BEAT
Sources: BBC, CNN

BY CHRISTY WAGNER
ASST. NEWS EDITOR

lives of one million African
children each year.

Turkey's military forces this
past week.

Mona Lisa 'had brows and
lashes'

Polish opposition wins elec
tions

Myanmar to allow humanrights investigator

A digital scan of Leonardo
da Vinci's Mona Lisa showed
traces of eyebrows and eye
lashes in the original painting.
A French inventor analyzed his
240-megapixel scan to reveal
parts of the painting that were
covered by restoration efforts.
The scan also showed da Vinci
originally painted Mona Lisa
with a wider and more expres
sive face.

The Civic Platform party
took 41.6 percent of the vote
in Poland's national parlia
mentary elections. The Law
and Justice Party that has run
the country since 2005 admit
ted defeat. The pro-American
Civic Platform leader Donald
Tusk also promised to bring
troops home from Iraq and
hopes to privatize and mod
ernize the Polish economy.

The UN reported that
Myanmar's government has
agreed to allow a visit by the
UN's human rights investiga
tor. The military-ruled coun
try has barred the agent from
entering the country since
2003. The UN Human Rights
Council condemned the junta
crackdown at a session on Oct.
2 and urged immediate inves
tigation of the situation in the
country.

Madagascar
campaigns
against malaria, measles

Kurdish rebels declare cease
fire

Chile offers amnesty

Chinese leaders lose posts,
new leaders unveiled

Madagascar began a major
effort against malaria and
measles to reduce the coun
try's infant mortality rates.
The most-affected regions will
receive 1.5 million mosquito
nets to protect against malaria
and three million children
under the age of five will be
vaccinated against measles.
Malaria and measles take the

Rebels from the Kurdistan
Workers Party announced
a cease-fire against Turkish
forces. The declaration comes
after rebels killed at least 12
Turkish soldiers early Sunday.
The rebels were based in north
ern Iraq, while the attacks oc
curred in southeastern Turkey.
America and Iraqi leaders
have called for restraint from

Chile announced an amnesty
for 20,000 illegal immigrants
from across Latin America
that work in the country's
black economy. Peruvians,
Bolivians and other immi
grants from Brazil, Ecuador,
Colombia and other nations in
Latin America will qualify for
full residency permits in Chile.
These actions are amidst a

Vice President Zeng
Qinghong and two other
senior leaders of China's
communist party stepped
down Sunday. The men
were dropped from the
central committee at its
quintannual congress. The
changes are meant to bring
in a new and younger gen
eration of leaders for the

2007 fires
greatest in
California
TB ^
history
A

CEDAR, continued
"It was incredible to
see the orange sky and
the ground covered in
ash," Walsh said. "It made
common places eerie and
unfamiliar."
Until this week, the
Cedar fires
were geo
graphically the largest in
California. Those fires,
however, pale and mag
nitude to the current fires
burning.
According to a toll on
the San Diego Union-Tri
bune's website on Tues
day afternoon, a collective
241,000 acres and 1,250
homes have burned since
the fires started Sunday.
With no immediate end
in sight, these numbers
should surpass those of
the Cedar fire.
In addition, CNN.com
reported that as of Tues
day, 513,000 residents of
San Diego County were
ordered to evacuate their
residences. This number
is far greater than the
number of evacuees in the
Cedar fire.

significant problem with
illegal immigration among
South American countries.

Congo warlord appears
before ICC
Congolese warlord Ger
main Katanga appeared as
a suspect in front of the In
ternational Criminal Court
in the Hague. Katanga led
the Forces for Patriotic Re
sistance in Congo in 2003.
He is accused of murder,
forcing children to fight
as soldiers and sexual en
slavement.

School of Peace Studies
celebrates inauguration
BY BEN CROOKSTON
STAFF WRITER

3
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"The West Wing," Sheen is
certainly no stranger to the
realm of peacekeeping. Yet it
In a time when violence, is Sheen's real world activism
injustice
and
inequality that made him an appropriate
plague our society, one school speaker for the occasion. With
is taking a stand to make a list of his involvement and
change.
achievements in various peace
On Oct. 17, USD, with organizations rivaling that of
guest speakers actor and activ his illustrious film career, he
ist Martin Sheen and President stands as a beacon of peace for
of Catholic Relief Services us all to admire.
Ken Hackett, inaugurated the
After easing the tension
Joan B. Kroc School of Peace with some self-deprecating
Studies.
jokes, Sheen became more
Only the second of its kind, serious, empathically declar
the newly-established school ing in a prayer written by
aims to groom peacemak St. Francis, "Lord, make me
ers that will serve the region, an instrument of thy peace.
the nation and the worldwide Where there is hatred, let me
community.
sow love." Using the charisma
With the flags of the 14 na that has made him famous,
tions of USD's international Sheen continued quoting, art
students to their backs, the fully reading a poem by Ben
USD Choral Scholars harmo gali Rabindranath Tagore.
niously warmed up the crowd,
Following the poem Sheen
performing acappella Llyod became very opinionated,
Stone's "This is My Song."
blasting the current govern
Following the performance, ment for its ineptitudes and
university president Mary disregard to keeping peace.
Lyons kicked off the festivi He ranted against the unnec
ties and set the stage for the essary and unethical involve
much-anticipated appearance ment in Iraq and pleaded to a
of Sheen.
concurring crowd to demand
Starring for seven years better from our leaders.
as president of the United
On the heels of Sheen's
States on the acclaimed series ovation, President of Catholic

Relief Services Ken Hack
ett gave some remarks
and introduced the key
note speaker of the day,
first dean of the School
of Peace Studies, William
Headley.
In his first official speech
as dean, Headley did any
thing but disappoint, de
livering a speech that was
concise, heartfelt and am
bitious. He announced his
intentions to reach out to
the USD community and
"hear more about (their)
dreams and expectations"
before determining the
school's particular area of
focus.
He spoke of a world
coming together through
young, united leaders. With
a strategy of peace teach
ing based on the dissolu
tion of ignorance, Headley
poetically explained to
those in attendance, "vio
lence is the known, peace
is the mystery."
With a man as expe
rienced and determined
as Headley spearheading
USD's School of Peace
studies, one university is
doing its part in solving
the mystery.

Anum speaks
for peace
BY MARIANNE MALEK

STAFF WRITER
The IPJ welcomed human
rights advocate Latifah Anum
Siregar for a presentation last
Thursday. Anum shared her life
story, struggles, mission and
hopes for making peace possi
ble. Anum began by explaining
her background; she was born
in Papua, but considered an im
migrant because her family was
not indigenous.
Although most of the people
in her island distinguished
between immigrants and the
indigenous people, Anum said
her family always treated both
groups with the same respect.
"I always believed that we
should all be friends, both the
indigenous people and the im
migrants. My mother treated
them all equally, we all ate from
the same food and worked the
same kinds of work," Anum
said.
"I don't care if Papua is in
dependent, part of Indonesia,
or a federation, but separation
cannot happen between the
immigrants and the indigenous
people," Anum said.
While attending the univer
sity in Papua, Anum focused on
human rights and was the leader
of the Islamic Student Associa
tion.
One of her projects through
out this time was volunteering
in an indigenous area. Anum
shared the women's experiences
and discovered they were illit
erate and taken advantage of.
"People always ask me what
I did there, and I say that I just
talked for a long time with the
men and women of these im
poverished villages," Anum
said. Anum learned about their
customs and culture and eventu
ally became a lawyer and spent
her time representing those who
could not defend themselves.
On many occasions Anum
petitioned to the government of
Indonesia to change outdated
laws and punishments.
"Women are the ones who
maintain the house and do the
work in the gardens. Women
are the first to wake up and the
last to sleep," Anum said. Be
cause women are still viewed
as secondary citizens in the law,
she devoted herself to women's
rights especially.
Throughout Anum's years
as an advocate, those against
her views ransacked her office,
forced her to evacuate on sever
al occasions and left her threat
ening voicemails. Yet Anum
remains as strong and adamant
as ever to get her point across:
Peace is possible.
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public safety report
Oct. 15 - Oct.
Serra Hall :
At 1:T3 p.m. Public
Safety responded to
a report of the theft
of a laptop computer
from a restroom at ap
proximately 1:45 p.m.
on Oct. 12. Upon in
vestigation the victim
stated that the laptop
was left unattended on
a chair in the restroom
only for a few minutes.
When the victim exited
the restroom stall the
laptop was no longer
on the chair.

campus.
Hall - Found
ers Qoiirtyard:
At 1:48 p.m. Public
Safety responded to a
complaint of an indi
vidual skateboarding
in a campus courtyard
area. Upon investiga
tion the individual
was contacted and ad
vised of the university's
skateboarding policy.

San Miguel:
At 10:24 p.m. Public
Maher Hall:
Safety responded to a
At 1:52 p.m. Public report of the smell of
Safety responded to marijuana coming from
a report of two suspi a residence hall room.
cious individuals at Upon investigation two
tempting to sell maga resident students were
zines on campus. Upon cited for possession of
investigation the indi marijuana and drug
viduals were contacted paraphernalia.
and agreed to leave the

V|a^piester Sports cited for a noise viola
tion.
At 1:44 a.m. Public
Safety was flagged University Terrace
down by a student that Apartments:
had been injured while At 10:46 p.m. Public
skateboarding. Upon Safety observed a group
investigation the indi of individuals carrying
vidual was intoxicated a number of cases of
and had hit his head on beer near a residence
the roadway. The stu hall apartment. Upon
dent was transported investigation three in
dividuals were contact
to the hospital.
ed, identified as minor
students and cited for
Maher Hall:
At 11:09 p.m. Resident Minor in Possession.
Assistants cited four The individuals stated
resident students for that they had received
the beer at a party in
Minor in Possession.
one of the residence
hall apartments.
Manchester Village:
At 11:49 p.m. Public
Safety responded to a
Inaca Hall*
complaint of excessive
'*12:16 p.m. Resident
noise coming from a
residence hall room. Lssistants cited two
Upon investigation one resident students for
resident student was Minor in Possession.

Cuyamaca Hall:
At 4:22 p.m. Public
Safety responded to
a request to unlock a
residence hall room.
Upon arrival the resi
dent student was found
to be under the influ
ence of alcohol and
was unable to walk
straight. Upon evalu
ation the student was
found to be too intoxi
cated to care for herself
(BAC of .191) and was
voluntarily transported
to Detox.

If you need help or see

—
a t ext 7777^

Strides made in fundraising for cancer research
$760,000.
Last year, in more than 120
GUEST WRITER
communities in the United
More than 18,000 people States, 450,000 walkers par
were expected to walk in the ticipated in "Making Strides"
Making Strides Against Breast events. These events were piv
Cancer Walk Sunday morning, otal in helping the American
Oct. 21. However, more than Cancer society raise over $40
20,000 people showed up to million.
"Every three minutes a
support the fight against breast
woman
is diagnosed with breast
cancer, one of the leading killers
cancer," a speaker at the Balboa
of women in America.
The walk took place in Balboa Park event said. If that wasn't
Park in downtown San Diego convincing enough, statistics
at 8:30 a.m. Jennifer Berg, the revealed that in 2007, 1,840 San
director of corporate relations Diego county residents will be
for the American Cancer Soci diagnosed with breast cancer
ety, reported that they expected and 375 will die from the dis
to raise $1.2 million for breast ease.
In fact, according to Berg,
cancer research. By 7 a.m.
before registration officially more than 178,000 American
opened, they had already raised women will be diagnosed and
BY AMBER STRAUSS

The Vista

more than 40,000 will die from
the disease around the country.
There were many teams of
walkers, from major businesses
and corporations like Target
and NBC to student-organized
groups such as sports teams,
sororities and fraternities to
personal teams honoring cancer
sufferers. USD had representa
tion from every single sorority.
A team made up of employees
from American Eagle was there
to show their support in finding
a cure. This was their first time
walking as a group, yet they
were extremely motivated and
their team captain, Jamie McAdams, said that walking was
"a small price to pay for such a
good cause."
The team, as a whole, raised

COURTESY OF AMBER STRAUSS

American Eagle put a team together for the first time.

over $1,000 for the American
Cancer Society.
The biggest thing the ACS
wants people to know is that
with everyone's help, breast
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cancer can be cured. "Hope
Starts Here" was an appropriate
slogan for this event because the
cure can be found now, in this
generation.
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Dumbledore
is gay, hooray!

janthony@usdvista.com

CAMPUS FOCUS EDITOR

CAMPUS FOCUS EDITOR

The truth is finally out in the open
and everyone's favorite magical head
master is finally out of the closet. J.K.
Rowling officially outed Albus Dumb
ledore, arguably one of the most be
loved characters in history.
Her initial announcement in front of
a huge crowd of people drew ecstatic
applause, a reaction even J.K. herself
didn't expect as she said, "If I had
known it would make you so happy, I
would have told you years ago."
She also revealed that Dumbledore
was in love with Grindelwald, his
childhood friend turned dark wizard
whom Dumbledore eventually had to
vanquish, claiming this was his "great
tragedy."
Despite the obvious significance this
holds for "Harry Potter" fans, answer
ing many questions about Dumbledore's
lack of any real female attachment, this
is a huge announcement for the gay
community. Many see this as a very
positive move towards tolerance and
gay empowerment. Not only can gay
people do great things just like anyone
else, they can even be the greatest
wizard of all time.
The announcement has gotten nega
tive responses as well, especially from
groups that already felt resentful to
wards the series such as conservative
Christian groups that think the books
promote anti-Christian values such as
the belief in sorcery and, now, toler
ance of homosexuality.
I disagree with this point of view
on many levels, but especially with
the point that the books promote poor
values. The books are a champion of
justice and equality! Every page drips
of standing up to evil and those who at
tempt to oppress others, not to mention
that heroic Harry himself is the quintes
sential Christ figure.
As for the simple fact that Dumb
ledore is gay, I am surprised, but not in
disbelief. He always did strike me as
a sort of .Socrates/da Vinci/some other
quirky and amazingly intelligent indi
vidual in history that was gay.
The only thing I do find strange
about the whole thing is that Rowling
is constantly giving away more infor
mation about the characters' pasts and
futures, when the series is already com
pleted! Of course I want to know who
Neville eventually marries, but there is
something to be said for the sanctity of
imagination Rowling just may be taint
ing unnecessarily.
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"I am completely against buying bookstore
used books."
-Lindsay Yuen, Class of2009

Students weigh textbook buying options
Better to buy from, bookstore or order online?
BY JILLIAN ANTHONY

BY JILLIAN ANTHONY

Schoolworthy:

efits from."
The bookstore hires an outside vendor
to perform the buyback service. There
are two types of book buy backs: retail
and wholesale.
Retail books, books resold in the
bookstore the next semester, can be
bought back for up to 50 percent of the
original price. These make up about 400
of the nearly 1300 titles sold each semes
ter.
Wholesale books are based on a
national demand because the books
are bought back and shipped to other
schools, which is why the price is lower.
The wholesale book list is much bigger
and broader and generally makes up a
large percentage of buyback books.
"The list of retail books can dimin
ish even more because some books are
only used for fall semesters or teachers
do not get book order requests into the

helps the environment."
Web sites such as the aforementioned
operate through a process where students
post books at a personally chosen selling
price, as well as shipping, and other stu
dents search for the specific books and
buy them directly through the student.
Though Yuen has had mostly posi
tive experiences, she said there are some
drawbacks to shopping online.
"Last year one of my books never
came. That happened on ebay.com and
when I reported it I got my money back,"
Yuen said. "If a book is late, you just
have to wait, so you can end up without
the book for a class for a few weeks.
The only thing that really takes time as a
seller on sites such as half.com is being
responsible for shipping books out to
other people, but instead of $60 I would
make $10 in the bookstore."
Yuen finds the buyback process of the

A trend has sprouted at colleges all
over the country where students are
choosing to purchase more and more
of their textbooks online rather than
from the university bookstore. This
trend also shows sighs of increasing
here at USD.
Opinions about the quality of prices
and service at the bookstore greatly
vary between students and teachers
alike. The bookstore, not funded by
USD, maintains that it provides the
lowest prices it can while still func
tioning as a successful business.
Jeff Edelen, book department man
ager at USD for the last two and a half
years, said that the benefits of shop
ping at the campus bookstore include
quality service, convenience of acces
sibility with no ship
ping costs, accuracy
in receiving the exact
books and editions that
teachers are using in
their current classes,
and a one-stop shop
ping area that includes
-Machine DesignAmazon.com, $132.05 + Shipping
books and school sup
USD Bookstore, $135.73
plies.
"I realize that there
are sites to buy books
-Issues and Ethics in Helping Professionalscheaper, and we are
Amazon.com, $69.43 + Shipping
not in a position to
compete against that
USD Bookstore, $71.83
because online sites
do not have shipping,
labor and overhead
College AlgebraAmazon.com, $125.35 + Shipping
costs that we have as
USD Bookstore, $129.80
an independent store,"
Edelen said. "We try
to lower book prices
Fundamentals of Sellingevery semester because
Amazon.com, $148.13 + Shipping
we know costs are very
USD Bookstore, $152.14
high and we feel the
students' pain."
The bookstore dis
counts 40 to 50 of its most expensive bookstore in time for us to okay the book bookstore unfair to students.
titles every semester from 3 to 20 per buyback," Edelen said. "Sometimes
"The bookstore makes so much
cent to try and defray these high costs books cannot be bought back because money off of buyback," Yuen said. "It's
as well as supply as many used books they require specific activation keys or all about profit for them. They try and
as possible.
CD-ROMs, without which the book is get used books because it helps them
"Publishers dictate prices and devalued."
out, not the students."
bookstores have their own set price
According to Edelen, used books
"I wouldn't have a problem if students
margins. We know books are expen make up about 30 percent of books for got a higher price for buy backs, but the
sive and are not things kids want to undergraduates and about 70 percent for bookstore completely capitalizes and
buy," Edelen said. "Our goal is to have graduate students.
makes money not only from the initial
more retail books to offer more used
Students' best chances of getting used selling of a book, but then the resell
books to students. The books teach copies is to order through the bookstore ing of it for years to come at nearly the
ers request and how many students online at least a week before classes full price," Yuen said. "I ain completely
participate in the buyback program begin and pick up the books when you against buying bookstore used books."
are key elements in the cycle,"
get to campus.
Yuen claims that she usually makes
Edelen describes the buyback pro
Junior Lindsay Yuen has purchased back about 75 percent of what she origi
gram as a very successful and impor her books online her entire college career nally bought her books for, an amount
tant program.
from sites such as half.com and amazon. she says would never occur through the
"Buyback is a chance for book com.
bookstore buyback process.
stores to give back to students. What
"It is inexpensive compared to the
Both the campus bookstore and the
other items can you buy and get bookstore," Yuen said. "I would rather online process offer positives and nega
money back for?" Edelen said. "It's a buy used books from other students. It tives, and it is up to individual students
great tool that I think everyone ben helps them out, it helps me out, and it to decide the best option for themselves.

Price comparisons between USD Bookstore and
Amazon.com
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USD provides organic food options on campus
BY MICHELLE TALENT

STAFF WRITER
Bright colors, luscious aromas, and
fresh produce can be used to describe
the organic food products that are
being served on USD's campus.
USD has increased its organic
food offerings over the last year. Last
spring, the Deli reintroduced a salad
bar which now offers organic produce
from local southern California farms.
"The students are interested in
healthy, organic options," Loryn M.
Johnson, marketing and development
manager of Dining and Catering Ser
vices, said. "Fresh produce is deliv
ered daily."
Bert's Bistro, the new dining loca
tion on campus in the School of Lead
ership and Education Sciences build
ing, specializes in various organic
options. In addition to made-to-order
panini, Dining Services decided to
have Organic To Go products deliv
ered each day, providing healthy op
tions. Organic To Go sandwiches and
salads and Harry's Organic soups are
a few of the organic options served
daily.
The new dining facility within the
Missions Cafe and Fitness Center,
which opened last weekend, will also
offer healthy organic options.
"Our plan is to start small and
expand," Johnson said.
In the future, Dining Services
plans to promote a weekly farmer's
market. It would be held on the plaza
adjacent to the new UC tower. Local
farmers could bring in their produce
on a weekly basis, providing another
healthy opportunity for purchasing or
ganic food on campus. Groundbreak
ing for construction of the new UC
tower will begin this spring.
Why is there a sudden push for
organic food? According to John

son, USD students
desire healthy food
options and have
been
responding
positively to the op
tions provided on
campus.
"We handed out
samples of organic
products that are
served in • Bert's
Bistro at Alcala
Bazaar and
the
students provided
positive feedback,"
Johnson said.
Amber
Forest
McHale, marketing
director for Ocean
Beach People's Or
ganic Food Co-op,
explained what or
ganic food actually
is.
"On a food label,
'organic' means the
food was produced
without
synthetic
pesticides or fer
tilizers,
sewage
sludge,
genetic
engineering or ir
radiation," McHale
COURTESY OF LORYN JOHNSON
said. "In the case of
Students
enjoy
fresh
organic
options
at
the
Deli
as
well
as
La
Paloma
and
Bert's
Bistro,
which specializes
animal products, it
in
organic
options.
additionally means
the animal received
Carl Melanese, produce department found weekly.
no antibiotics or hormones and was fed employee in Henry's Food Market,
"I love the freshness and health
organic feed containing no animal by defines organic food as "toxin-free." benefits of organic food," sophomore
products. An organic label also means According to Melanese, organic food Kristie Bergmann said. "I always feel
animals had access to the outdoors."
is "delicious and promotes healthy di like I made a healthy decision when I
"Unlike conventionally produced gestion."
eat organic food."
food, organic food exposes you to no
Organic produce can be found at
Bergmann and other organic con
synthetic pesticides or growth hor numerous locations throughout San sumers are attracted to the health ben
mones. Many of these substances have Diego. Henry's Food Market and efits of organic foods.
been proven to cause cancer, birth de Trader Joe's are popular food chains
"I try and include organic products
fects and damage to the nervous and that specialize in organic food options. into my diet as often as possible,"
reproductive systems," McHale said.
Local farmer's markets can also be Bergmann said.

Holiday service opportunities: giving instead of receiving
This year, USD students will reno lives of others.
vate
the home of 52-year-old Mark
On Oct. 30 ASTRA
STAFF WRITER
Manion, who suffered life-threatening volunteers will attend the
First come the jack-o'-lanterns and injuries when a drunk driver hit him in Linda Vista Community
the candy corn, then the turkey and the 1974. Although doctors said he woujd Center Halloween Carni
pumpkin pie. Next are jolly old Saint be paralyzed for life, Mansion beat val. Candy donations are
Nick and the eggnog closely followed the odds and began to walk again. He being collected to provide
by the confetti and lots of champagne. married and had two children. In 1991, the children of Linda Vista
Aside from all of the celebratory staples Mansion tragically broke his neck again with an opportunity to
of the holidays, 'tis the season for giving when he tripped at a restaurant and has have a happy Halloween
and on the campus of USD students are since been confined to a wheel chair.
while trick-or-treating in
This year's Thanksgiving House the safe environment of
offered plenty of opportunities to get in
the spirit.
project will involve a kitchen remodel the community center.
Students enrolled in the business to provide better access for Mansion as ASTRA will also take part
school's project management course well as lowered light switches, wider in numerous canned food
have been working diligently to raise doors and entryways and a landscaped drives and adopt-a-family
funds for the ninth annual Thanksgiv patio. The remodel will take place in programs throughout the
ing House project.
just two weekends, Nov. 3 to 4 and Nov. holiday season.
For the past eight years, business 10 to 11. Until then, donations are being
Although the Thanks
students have renovated the home of sought to help pay for supplies, tools giving House project is
• COURTESY OF WILLA RAMSAY
a local citizen in the Linda Vista com and other items.
reserved for business
The national volunteer organization ASTRA, an acronym
munity. According to the project web
Another group of students working students in the project
for Ability, Service, Training, Responsibility, and Achieve
site the purpose of Thanksgiving House to serve the community is the newly management course only,
ment, is one of the organizations offering students
is to "provide students with an op organized ASTRA club. ASTRA is an ASTRA is always look chances to give back to their community this holiday
portunity to learn project management acronym for Ability, Service, Training, ing for members. If you season.
skills while at the same time making a Responsibility and Achievement. This would like to join the club
contribution to the community by im national volunteer organization pro or contribute your ideas or suggestions out the Community Service Learning
proving the quality of life of one of its vides students with an opportunity to for future events, e-mail Willa Ramsay office in Maher 218 for other service
use their time and talent to enrich the at DrWilla@aol.com. Be sure to check opportunities.
citizens."
BY GENEVIEVE SALTER
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Homecoming & Reunion Weekend
Picnic and Tailgate
Saturday, Nov. 3

Northwestern Mutual
Financial Network
The San Diego Group
Come learn how you can become part of a Fortune 500 company!
Learn about our full-time financial representative and
internship career opportunities.

What: Information Session
Where: Olin Hall, Room 226
Date: Tuesday, October 30th, 2007
Tune: 1:00-2:00pm

Celebrating

156-

11am - 2:30pm
On Plaza de San Diego
•
•
•
•

Giveaways
Mechanical bull
Carnival booths
"Office Hours" tent with your favorite faculty
& administrators
• AH-you-can-eat barbeque, Mexican and
Italian food!

www.sandieao.edu/homecoming
Student tickets -$10 at the UC Box Office.
USD alumni, faculty and staff tickets - Visit
www,sandieao.edu/homecomina
& click on 'General Information'

of quiet strength

Also, don't miss:
Beth Ostendorf,

MJEd.

Direccor of Recruiting

(619) 230-8046

Beyond Our Wildest Dreams

"W Northwestern Mutual
FINANCIAL NETWORK*

beth.ostendorf@nmfn.com
www.nmfn.com

the quiet company

Friday night student concert & event on Marian Way!

Homecoming Football Game
Saturday at 2 p.m. in Torero Stadium!

>35-2584 ©2007 hoftrmestern Mutual. fcbrtfi western MutualFinancial Network ts a mateting name for thesabs anddistribution ami of The Northwestern Mutual Lite insurance Company, Mil
waukee, Wl andits affiliates, and "the quteicGmpany'ls a registered trademark. 7085-504

Do You Want a
in Sports?
Earn your Master's degree
in 18 months!

Professional Skills
for Researchers
Friday, November 2, 2007 (8:30 am - 7:30 pm)
Saturday, November 3, 2007 (8:30 am - 1:00 pm)
San Diego Marriott Hotel & Marina
A workshop with sessions for undergraduates, graduate
students, postdocs, faculty, and staff.

Supported by the National Institutes of Health
Keynote:

Attend a free info session and
take the first step toward
a career in Sport Management.

November 8, 6:30 pm
California State University, Long Beach
The Pyramid, Ukleja Room

Floyd Bloom, MD, former Ed.-in-Chief Science

Management Skills Lecture:

Peter Norvig, PhD, Google

Design your own workshop! Choose from sessions on

• Job hunting skills
• Career options
• Negotiating
• Interview skills & networking
• Finding a postdoc position

Grant writing
Discussion w/funders
Management skills
Applying to grad. school
Ethics in science

Info & registration: www.survival.pitt.edu or call 412-578-

3716. Cost: Friday fee is $35 (in advance), includes
handouts, lunch, breaks, & networking reception. Saturday
workshop is free and lunch is available for $20 (advance).

Call (800) 963-2250 to R.S.V.P.
(Schedule Number—3118)
For more information contact:

Contact: 412-578-3716; survival@pitt.edu

Diane Higgs, Program Manager

Organizers: Beth Fischer.& Michael Zigmond, University of

at (562) 985-2044 or lhiggs@csulb.edu

Pittsburgh Survival Skills & Ethics Program

www.csulb.edu/sportmanagement

What past participants have said about the workshop:
VUMWMBI

PORT
ICAUFOtMA StUt LSUVWSCTX10H6 KACH
In Partrmrfhip with University College and ixtonsion Services

"It supplemented the scientific skills acquired during grad school
with practical, professional tips that no one explained before...."
"Wonderful workshop. I received extremely valuable and helpful
advice that I will use throughout my career."
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Tm not a fan of facts. You see, the facts can change, but my
opinion will never change, no matter what the facts are."
-Stephen Colbert

Alex Antone Opinion Editor aantone@usdvista.com

Halloween special: What scares me the most

BY ALEX ANTONE
OPINION EDITOR
Fear is a funny thing. There's an
old Seinfeld joke that says most peo
ple's second greatest fear is death,
while their number one fear is public
speaking. In essence, most people
would rather be in the casket than
doing the eulogy.
While public speaking is undoubt
edly scary, I wouldn't say that it's
my one great fear. Fear of rejection?
Possibly. Claustrophobia? Maybe.

Arachnophobia? Probably not, but only
because I'm holding out for a radioac
tive one. So what is my greatest fear?
What scares me the most?
When I got the call from Davina
Coady, Feature Editor of the Vista, that
1 was supposed to visit haunted houses
for this week's Halloween feature, I'm
sure I looked like a ghost myself. As a
guy who as a freshman in high school
when he saw the re-release of "The Ex
orcist," had to sleep in his parents' room
for fear of becoming possessed by a
demon, I knew that a haunted house
tour was going to be tough for both me,
and the pants I was wearing.
But 1 wouldn't say that I'm a com
plete lass. In fact, with the exception
of "The Exorcist," I enjoy a good scary
movie. "28 Days Later" is one of my
favorite films and watching "slasher
flicks" with my friends while taking
bets on who dies first always makes
for a good Saturday night. But in con

trast to these high points, it seems that
the current state of horror movies has
devolved into graphic, "torture-porn,"
which makes me feel like I should steal
a barf bag from an airplane and bring it
into the theatre with me - but I digress.
While hatching a scary movie is
one thing, a walk through a demented
hotel of death certainly felt as though it
would be a much different experience.
Lucky for me, my partner in fear, Amy
English, Managing Editor and practic
ing wizard, came along for the perilous
journey. After some smooth talking and
the presentation of my media pass, the
gates of hell opened and we were taken
to the front of the line.
The Haunted Hotel was a blast, but
after being exposed to an inordinate
amount of chain saws and strobe lights,
Amy and I exited the premises with a
new lease on life and a new hatred for
screaming teenyboppers. (For more
info about the Haunted Hotel or other

haunted houses in the San Diego
area, see this week's feature on pages
12 and 13.)
On the ride home, after a de
tailed recounting of our brush with
death, Amy asked me, "So what are
you doing after graduation?" The
silence that followed was deafen
ing. I didn't have an answer - and
that's when I realized what scares
me the most. One year from now, I
have no idea where I'm going live,
what I'll be doing, who ray friends
will be, and how I'll survive on the
meager wages I'm bound to attract.
Like most seniors, my future has no
guarantees. Uncertainty. Insecurity.
To me, it's scarier than any demonic
little girl or haunted house.
So maybe this Halloween, instead
of dressing up as Robin Hood, a
pirate, or a caveman, perhaps I'll just
buy my cap and gown early — and
scare the hell out of myself.

Student reaction deplorable Al Gore's peace prize is a
BY JASON TRUJILLO
GUEST WRITER

comm Stadium who got evacuated
from their homes and may not even
have a home to go back to.
It is Monday, Oct. 22, 2007. Nor
Firefighters from all over the state
BY LUCAS MIGUEL
mally, I would be in class wishing I and the country have little to no con
STAFF WRITER
could be anywhere else. Today there tainment on these fires. The winds are
is no class. The sky above San Diego, not expected to die down for a couple
As many of you may know, Al
which is usually a pristine shade of of days. It is shocking to see the com
Gore won the Nobel Peace Prize this
blue, is a foggy brown. It does not take munity I have grown to love the last
past week. I don't know about you,
a genius to notice that today is not a three years acting in such a selfish
but it's one thing to give an award to a
normal day in San Diego. The county way, especially when many people in
man that promotes a pseudo-science
is on fire.
our USD community are directly af
and
a theory based on facts that have
No, this is not atypical. In fact, the fected.
not
yet
been proven, but another thing
I cannot believe people could be
USD community was in the same exact
entirely to give him a peace prize for
position four years ago this very week. so shallow as to celebrate a day when
it.
classes are cancelled when the reason
Class was cancelled then too.
I don't care what you say about
Since class was cancelled, I spent is so tragic. I guess you cannot see the
global warming or the science, or lack
the day watching the news, talking negatives of this world if you turn a
thereof, behind it. What does making
to friends who had to evacuate their blind eye to it.
the world "more aware" about the en
homes (students at USD and friends
I am sure the majority of people are
vironment have anything to do with
from Orange County) and reading the at least empathizing with the victims,
peace, in any sense of the word? Will
away messages and Facebook statuses but it is still shocking knowing there
it
stop the atrocities in Darfur? Will it
of friends like I always do when I am is a large majority rejoicing on a day
stop the civil war in Iraq? Will it feed
bored. This is where I found the big like this.
a
starving child in Sudan?
gest and most upsetting shock of this
By the time this article goes to
No. The fact that he was nominated
entire situation.
print, the fires will hopefully be con
has now shown, at the very least to
There are a ton of away messages tained. Hopefully my rants and raves
me, that the Nobel Peace Prize isn't
and Facebook statuses expressing ex will cause a few of you to look back
what it's cracked up to be.
citement and celebration over the fact and realize that you reacted in the
Al Gore made us aware of his view
that class is cancelled. People have wrong way, so that next time there is
of
what he thinks could happen, but
away messages declaring today a "Dai a tragedy, you think about those who
the fact of the matter is that he has no
quiri Day" or with song lyrics like the are suffering as a result of it.
"The roof, the roof is on fire!" I know
our school community is relatively un
affected aside from some smoke and
See something you like?
ash, but it should not be that hard to
See something you don't?
turn on the news and see that today is
not a day to be celebrating.
Have an opinion on anything at all?
I do not expect people to sit at home
Write a letter to the editor and see your name in print!
and mourn for all the people who lost
their houses, lives or health, but to at
least show them some respect and ap
proach the situation with some dignity
does not seem like too much to ask.
There are thousands of people just
down the road from campus at Qual-

little more than convenient

Submissions can be sent to:
aantone @ usdvista.com

hard evidence to support it. What's more,
he seems to disregard any other ideas or
suggestions that might contradict his. He
seems to neglect the key idea that cor
relation does not prove causation, and if
you look back into the 70s you will see
that the biggest environmental concern
was global cooling, which gained sup
port from the press due to a new under
standing of ice age cycles and a slight
downward trend of temperatures.
Earth is not a stable environment,
rather a metastable one, meaning that
our stability alternates between multiple
points. If you take that into context now,
it could very well mean that earth is going
through a natural process in which things
get warmer than they were, similar to the
Medieval Warm Period (in which tem
peratures in Europe were much hotter) or
conversely the Little Ice Age.
But, to be honest, the point of this
article is not for me to argue whether or
not global warming is happening, but
merely to question why Gore received an
award for a theory that at the very least,
is unproven, and to wonder what effect it
has on peace, like the name of the award
suggests. It's not stopping violence, or
helping the needy, or finding-a cure for
a virulent disease. No, it's making aware
that temperatures across the board are
rising and that we should do something
about it. Even if Gore is making a dif
ference, I still don't see why he wins a
peace prize for it.
Whether you think global warming is
happening or not, ask yourself the ques
tion, "what does it mean to win a peace
prize?" And then ask, in lieu of all the
atrocities and mayhem occurring in con
tinents like Africa and South America,
does Al Gore fit that description?
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Environmental opinion: Can't we go swimming after it rains?
BY CAITLIN SCULLY
STAFF WRITER
A major problem for San Diego is
runoff. Runoff is exactly what it sounds
like, the "junk" on the streets that gets
washed into the storm drains or directly
into the rivers, bays and the ocean be
cause of rain or over-watering plants.
This junk includes oil, gas, paint,
litter, fertilizer, pet waste, chemicals
and a host of other things. The reason
we can't go swimming when it rains is
because of all the nasty repercussions of
runoff.
Runoff is a major problem when there
is a large amount of impermeable sur
faces. When it rains, water is absorbed
into the soil and essentially filtered by
the ground - it doesn't become perfectly
clean, but it's better than nothing. Major
cities like San Diego have a plethora of
paved impenetrable surfaces.
When the water hits an impenetrable
surface it will run along it until it reaches
a storm drain. Everything that is caked
onto the road, the sides of buildings,
etc. then enters the storm drains and
is washed directly into the bays or the
ocean. There are very few storm drain
filters; it is only within the last few years
that the filters have become mandatory
on new building projects.
According to the County of San Diego
Department of Environmental Health
web site, the public is advised not to
swim if fecal coliform (bacteria) levels
in the water reach 400 bacteria per 100
milliliters of sample water. The DEH
is. responsible for taking water samples
and issuing beach closures according to
the fecal coliform standard.
Fecal coliform enters the water in
a variety of ways, but one of the main
ways is through pet feces. Pick up after
your dogs and keep your cats inside.

MALL0RY NACHTSHEIM / THE VISTA

Runoff can lead to many health problems including Toxoplasmosis for those come in contact with "junk water."

Cat feces have been linked to sea otter
deaths in northern California as the dis
ease Toxoplasmosis is caused by a pro
tozoan that dwells in cat feces (this is
also the reason pregnant women should
not handle cat feces).
Aside from Toxoplasmosis, other dis
eases can be easily contracted by swim
ming in dirty water. Hepatitis, flu, ear
infections, sinus infections and bacterial
infections are just a few. Vomiting, flu
like symptoms, skin rashes and bleeding
ears are some signs to look out for if
you have been in the water after it rains.
Fertilizer, specifically phosphates and
nitrates that are washed into the water,
cause harmful algal blooms which result
in coastal eutrophication, the increasing

of the amount of nutrients in a water
body to such high levels that it becomes
overrun with algae that hinders other
organisms' ability to survive.
More information can be found
through the Surfrider Foundation (www.
surfrider.org) and California Coast
Keeper (www.sdcoastkeeper.org).
USD should keep runoff in mind
for our new Environmental Initiative.
During times of drought USD is a major
contributor to runoff. Since there are so
many plants on campus, there is always
copious watering. There is also plenty of
fertilizer being spread. The runoff from
USD washes directly down Tecolote
Canyon and then into the back of Mis
sion Bay at Tecolote Creek.

Through research done on Mission
Bay by the Marine Science and Envi
ronmental Studies department, it is has
been found that in times of drought,
there are sometimes uncharacteristic
algal blooms in Mission Bay at Tecolote
Creek.
These blooms are a direct result of
USD and the Tecolote Canyon Golf
Course over fertilizing and over water
ing because of the drought. So much
runoff is created by USD and the golf
course that it completely alters the eco
system.
I hope that USD takes runoff into
account for the Environmental Initia
tive because I prefer swimming in clean
water.

Celebrities whine while the innocent paparazzi cash in
BY MAGGIE KLOS
STAFF WRITER
Every morning I have a systematic,
yet pathetic, routine that serves as my
entertainment for the day. After I throw
my contacts in, brush my teeth and get
dressed, I hastily grab my computer,
patiently log onto UNet, and then hit
the internet icon on my computer. Then
I type in the web address that has, in
one short year, managed to become
as common to my language as can be:
www.perezhilton.com.
I scroll through the pages of up
dated information with my eyes locked
on the computer until I reach the end
of the day's new information. I stare
at pictures of celebrities whom the
paparazzi have caught at their worst,
leaving them completely vulnerable to
Perez's comical, yet cruel, commen
tary.
Sadly, if I am going to be truth
ful, I must admit that Perez is not the
only paparazzi picture-filled website I
visit daily. There are numerous other
websites that I visit to check on who is
wearing what, who went to what club,
who is dating whom, who was caught
with coke for the second time and the

list goes on.
Along with the big events that
have happened daily, I also come
across pictures of celebrities doing
simple domestic activities, such as
going to lunch, taking their dog on a
walk, pumping gas or driving in their
cars. Again, I have to admit these are
equally as fascinating, so fascinating
that I visit them numerous times a day.
In all honesty, in the midst of writing
this article, I have visited two celebrity
websites as little breaks.
Why I — along with many others
who shall remain unnamed — am so
fascinated by these humans just living
their lives is beyond me. I can, how
ever, answer whether it is right for
paparazzi to follow these people or if
celebrities are entitled to live a life free
of stalkers with cameras.In almost any
interview, one is bound to ask how a
certain celebrity feels about this new
invasion of privacy and they typically
and systematically respond with, "I
feel like they are attacking me" or "I
deserve to live a life away from the
cameras" and the list goes on.
Celebrities commonly will admit
their disdain for the paparazzi. Celebri
ties claim that they are just trying to live

their lives and that there is no reason
why cameras should follow them into
Starbucks. They also comment on the
danger the paparazzi causes by follow
ing them around in cars or crowding
around them in a mob. Celebrities
with children will complain about their
children's right to have their own pri
vacy. Celebrities are even commonly
caught on camera attacking those with
the flashing bulbs.
However, these celebrities' argu
ments do not make much sense. A
celebrity chooses to place themselves
in front of a camera as a job, whether
they are a model, actor or singer. Their
individual career survives or dies de
pending on how often they gain access
behind a (non-paparazzi) camera.
Therefore, do they really "deserve"
a life away from a camera when they
were the ones who chose to put them
selves in front of a camera in the first
place? Celebrities' argument that they
are just trying to live their lives nor
mally can be countered by the simple
question of why celebrities choose to
go to the places where paparazzi con
stantly are.
It is easy to notice that the same
celebs tend to be in the limelight due

to their tendency to head to common
hotspots, such as the restaurant The
Ivy, LA store Kitson or club Les Deu
Again, celebrities comment on the
danger of the paparazzi.
Although this is a valid argument
and in many cases paparazzi can in
fact be excessively aggressive, this
problem can be solved by celebrities
not having such a violent reaction to
these men and women with a flashing
bulb as their only weapon. Paparazzi
should have some sort of courtesy to
children however, maybe celebrities
should stop having such cute children
that the public are dying to see.
I will happily continue my daily
routine of clicking on my various pa
parazzi photo-filled websites. I will
continue to feel little guilt for looking
at pictures of Zanessa (Zac Efron and
Vanessa Hudgens) at the gas pump,
Ashley Olsen getting her grande
Starbucks, Paris buying the whole
Kitson store and many more. I may
have burned any chance of ever being
friends with a celeb by my present
opinion that paparazzi are not commit
ting any crime, but it brings me some
relief to know that I will always have
Perez.
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Students helping students; it just feels right
BY BRUCE BROWN
STAFF WRITER

I'm not usually in a bad mood when
I read my e-mail, but deleting 793,482
spam e-mails could put anyone in a bad
mood. So when I came across the first
"AS weekly e-mail," I almost skipped
past it. It's a good thing I didn't be
cause it actually altered my mood for
the better.
"Beginning within the next two
weeks, all of dining services will be ac
cepting credit cards for their services"
was my favorite part of the e-mail. This
has needed to happen for a long time. I
am just one of those people who doesn't
like to carry cash, mainly because then
1 know it will be spent. Not to mention,
going to the ATM is more annoying
then looking for parking when I'm late
to class. It's not hard to see how elated
I am that we can now use credit cards at
dining services.
I also recently discovered there is a
tram that will take students to sport
ing events from Mission Beach. I love
school spirit and the more people at the
games, the more eager I am to attend.
The tram allows those who are 21 and
older to enjoy a drink or two before at
tending a sporting event, and this works
out great because a significant amout of
USD students live in Mission Beach.
It wasn't that long ago that anyone
who wanted to stay up late studying for
finals found themselves in Starbucks or
at the law library catching weird looks
from the extremely stressed out law

students. Now when finals come, the
Copley Library stays open — which is
so nice.
I am excited about all the changes
on campus so much that it compelled
me to find out more information. All
these changes are great, but where are
they coming from? I decided to get to
the source and sit down with a couple
of the directors in AS. As it turns out,
the AS government directors were just
as excited as I was. Colleen Stebbens,

the same government that brought Dave
Attell a year ago.
All changes have to go through
finance and the finance department
works with all the branches. The VP
of Finance, Matt Bowersox allocates
student money with his committee to
various clubs and organizations. He has
had an internship at Morgan Stanley,
but believes that he has gained a differ
ent kind of work experience working
his first year with AS.

It is invigorating to see that students have
made a difference and have made changes on
campus. AS is the voice of the students and
the administration is actually listening.
VP of Marketing, wanted to emphasize
that every student is a part of AS and
the government just runs it. Accessibil
ity is important and students can submit
online requests for marketing for stu
dent-sponsored projects.
Sydney McRae, VP of Programming,
wants to go into government and lead
ership roles after college, so AS caught
her attention right away. Her team wants
to make events that, "people are excited
to go to;" That is why AS is opening
the new gym in the valley with a block
party. AS is the same government that
changed the time of the Alcala Bazaar
to when students were in school, and

"It's like working for a company
where you have an emotional interest,"
Bowersox said. He is excited about
helping students and about the growth
of the student body. As the student
body grows there is more money to
work with. AS is working with "close
to a million dollars," which is from the
students, for the students.
Next I wanted to talk with AS presi
dent Matt Thelen, who his friends af
fectionately refer to as "El Presidente."
He is easy to get a hold of because he
has office hours in La Paloma. That is
not a misprint. Our AS president holds
office hours so that students can bring

him ideas. AS impacts every aspect of
student life. According to Thelen, AS
is even trying to get two spring breaks
every year instead of every other year.
He wants to feel like working in AS
since freshman year has helped make
changes to get the students involved.
So how are they going about rais
ing a sense of community and spirit on
campus? A great start is the introduction
of the Associated Students President's
Spirit Trophy. This is where organiza
tions on campus compete by attending
certain school events. The organization
with the most points wins a trophy and
gets a cash prize for their organization
as well as other prizes. AS continues to
try to get people who are on the west
side of campus involved with the people
from the east side.
It is invigorating to see that students
have made a difference and have made
changes on campus. AS is the voice of
the students and the administration is
actually listening. The mandatory soph
omore year campus housing that AS is
proposing will be viewed by some as
good and by others as bad. Either way
it will increase the amount of students
on campus and will affect on-campus
student life.
AS works to get the best college ex
perience for students and may not get
the recognition it deserve, so I'm giving
them credit where it is due! Good job
to everyone on AS, and with the work
you are putting in toward the improve
ment of our school, it's sure to be an
exciting year!

FW/ IDEAS FOR HAUQIVEB/!
Don't let Halloween turn into a Mybtware
Loe*! Haunts tW wif! sear* your soefs off;
Horton Grand Hotel-311 Island Ave. San Diego, CA 92101
The William Heath Davis House—410 Island Ave. San Diego, CA 92101
Villa Montezuma-1925 K Street San Diego, CA 92102
The Whaley House-2476 San Diego Ave. San Diego, CA 92110: $5
El Campo Cemetery-2410 San Diego Ave. San Diego, CA 92110
Hotel Del Coronado-1500 Orange Ave. Coronado, CA 92118
USA Hostels-726 Fifth Ave. San Diego, CA 92103
SD Trolley Ghost Tour-Off of Napa and Friars: $19

• Approximately 50-6096 of all highway fatalities on Halloween in recent years were alcohol-related

fantastic frigHts tW wiF! liave you screaming:

Halloween should be seary and fun, not dangerous

Haunted Trail-Balboa Park (163S): S13.99
Haunted Hotel-Market Street (Downtown, 163S): $13.99
Frightmare on Market Street-Market Street (Downtown, 163S): $12.99
Scream Zone-Del Mar "Scaregrounds" (up the 5N): $13.99
Mira Mesa Monster Manor-Mira Mesa (up the 15N): $10

Costumes...not for tfie weajc at Heart!
Halloween Store: 7625 Rosecrans #4 San Diego, CA 92110
Target (Rosecrans): 3705 Rosecrans St. San Diego, CA 92110
Party City (Point Loma): 3315 Rosecrans St. Point Loma, CA 92110
Party City (Mission Valley): 8330 Rio San Diego Mission Valley, CA 92108
Buffalo Breath Costumes: 2050 Hancock St. San Diego, CA 92110
Buffalo Exchange: 1007 Garnet Ave. San Diego, CA 92109
The Costume Shop: 2960 North Park Way San Diego, CA 92104
Wear it Again SAM: 3823 Fifth Ave. San Diego, CA 92103
The Armour Store: 10457 RoselleSt. San Diego, CA 92121
Frock You Vintage Clothing: 4121 Park Blvd. San Diego, CA 92103

M/*nt t« $t»y on Campus? CHecH tH«e out!
Maher Haunted Hallway: Halloween Day/5th Floor Maher & Campus
Connections Ice Cream Social
CSL's Annual Trick or Treat Night: Friday, Oct 26/UC and Maher
Haunted Hoops with USD Athletics: Halloween Day/Vistas Sports Center

i^/ortH tH* Drive;
Disney Halloween, Disneyland: $59 (Special USD
Student Price)
Mickey's Halloween Treat, Disney's
California Adventure: $29
Brick-or-Treat, Legoland: $40 (Special USD
Student Price)
Knott's Scary Farm, Knott's Berry Farm: $45

frigHt-free fun:
Bates Nut Farm Pumpkin Patch 6 Rides, Valley Center: Freel
Apple Days Festival, Julian: $3
Pumpkin-Spice Latte, Starbucks: about $4/grande

Trick-or-treat, here are some things you should know:
• Alcohol-related deaths are doubled on Halloween
• Nationally, drunk drivers have killed more people during Halloween than on New Year's Eve or the Superbowl
• Halloween is among the top three holidays in which there are the most pedestrian deaths (four times more
children are killed on Halloween than a typical day)
• statistics from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA).

Don't let your Guard Down! During Halloween time, there is an increase in:
• The number of sexual assaults
• Alcohol-related incidents including emergency room visits
• Cases of alcohol poisoning

Real-life Halloween nightmares can be avoided when you make responsible choices.
Ways to prevent your holiday celebration from turning into an occasion of regret:
•

If you plan to drink, choose your sober driver before going out

•

Consider being the sober driver as cab services will be extremely busy

•

Eat a full meal, including protein before you start c

•

Have no more than one drink per hour, and drink
non-alcoholic beverages between alcoholic ones so
you can pace yourself

Pledge to be a Sober Driver for your
Halloween festivities!

Don't mix alcohol with other drugs, legal or illegal

Sign the pledge wall Wednesday the
24th-Friday the 26th in the UC
foyer

•

Don't let others pressure you to drink

* Sponsored by Campus Connections

•

Leave any drinking situation that is out of control

•

If you can, plan to stay where you are partying,
or someplace within a safe, walking distance - and always have a friend with youl

•

Always buckle up - it's still your best defense against an impaired driver

•

If you are hosting a Halloween party:
* be sure to provide water and non-alcoholic beverages
* make sure all of your guests leave with a sober driver
* only let in people you know, and limit your number of guests
* remember the CAPP law 6 keep the noise down

•

Don't take drinks from people you don't know

•

before you get into trouble

Public Safety: x7777 (non-emergency) x2222 (emergency)
College Cab: 619-291-3333
Presented by the Committee on Health 6 Wellness Initiatives (CoHWI) Alcohol Task Force:
Center for Health 6 Wellness Promotion - Student Affairs - Counseling Center/Disability Services
Residential Life - Public Safety - Parent Relations - Athletics - Public Affairs
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si St. CI a re's, Oxford
v

— An International Education —

LIBERAL ARTS PROGRAMME

Oxford, England
Spring Semester 2008
Enrolling now!

Extended Deadline: 11/02/07
7 don't know where to begin to express how I feel about St.
Clare's. It changed my life in a million ways. I learned about myself,
and I made friends of a lifetime, and we all still keep in touch and
even visit each other, which is proof of the strength of our
friendships."
"For me, St. Clare's was a fantastic introduction into British life and
culture. It was also a great addition to my resume and may have
helped in my current appointment for the Financial Times newspaper
in London."
"Academically St. Clare's was completely different than any other
experience. I learned by applying everything we learned in class to
current events, so I was constantly interested. I still remember
everything I was taught. Nowhere else can you have such a high
level of respect for your professors and then share a coffee with
them after class. It was fantastic!"

For further information please visit our website:
www. stclares.ac.uMiberalarts or
Contact Molly Parkan at 619-260-4598, mollyp@sandiego.edu
USD International Studies Abroad Office, Serra 315

What is law school?
A place where convention is reinforced?

Or more than that?
A place to learn a broad repertoire of skills.
A rigorous curriculum in a supportive environment.
An intersection of theory and practice.

Explore the full potential of the law
in a school devoted to the big picture.

CALIFORNIA WESTERN
SCHOOL OF LAW | San Diego

What law school ought to be
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BY ALEX ANTONE
OPINION EDITOR
Haunted houses have long been a part of the
Halloween mystique. Whether actually haunted
or merely inhabited with people who love to scare
other people, going to a haunted house is always
a great way to spend an evening with friends or
on a date. If you're up for a good scare, there
are a few exciting attractions to visit in the San
Diego area this week, leading up to Halloween
on Wednesday.

FEATURE

spooky locales, and you're sure to spot a ghost or
two. The scares are so huge that they had to be
held outside
As said on the website, "It's no walk in the
park."

Thursday, October 25, 2007
the things you're sure to
encounter this year.
Volunteer cast direc
tor Trey Barkley said,
"We had 14 confirmed
wet pants last year, and
with six already this year
we're on track to break
that record. We've made
Marines fall to the floor
and scared firefighters.
I don't know what it
says about us here at the
Manor, but we just love
scaring the hell out of
people."
It's a little bit of a jour
ney to get to the Monster
Manor from USD, but
it's definitely worth the
distance and the $10.

ALEX ANT0NE/LHE VISTA

While waiting in line at Monster Manor, hired magicians and frightening statues are available to entertain
and help the time pass faster.

Ranked number one on the Travel Channel's
"America's Most Haunted," the Whaley House is
definitely the most supernaturally active house in
San Dieso.
Built on a graveyard, the house is home to many
documented ghosts including "Yankee Jim," a
man who was hanged in the gallows that used to
stand near the house.
The specters of Mr. and Mrs. Whaley and theii*
youngest daughter Lillian have also allegedly been
seen along with other unidentified apparitions.
This ain't no Halloween gimmick, folks. The
Whaley House attracts visitors all year long, but

while you're in the spooky spirit, why not give
it a try?
The house also offers private after hours tours
for those interested.

The Haunted Hotel takes you on a horrifying
journey through a hotel based on many Holly
wood horror movies including "Hostel" and "The
Texas Chainsaw Massacre."
Between flashing strobe lights, moving floors,
demented clowns and bloodthirsty butchers
of death, the 15 minute tour is certainly action
packed.
Guys, this is a great place to go on a date - just
make sure she's holding on to you. and not the
other way around. Also be prepared for a long
wait.
While the line moves pretty quick, don't be sur
prised if you're waiting for well over an hour.

ALEX ANT0NE/THE VISTA

The creepy design of the Haunted Hotel sign foreshadows the terror that
awaits customers in the hotel.

ALEX ANT0NE/THE VISTA

Even though Monster Manor has a low budget, the haunted
house's frights match those of its more expensive competitors.

***At the time of publication, the aforementioned
haunted houses were open for business. Due to the
San Diego fires, the houses may not be open, or
their hours of operation could change. Please call
before visiting. ***
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Opportunity is knocking. Answer the door.
The real estate housing market in San Diego has cooled, which means the current market is rich with investment op
portunity. Since you and/or your family will be paying housing costs during your college career anyway, why not
put that money to work for you?
If you and your family have not yet considered the advantages of owning property in San Diego, here's just a few
benefits;
•

You'll never move again during your college career.

•

You'll be able to choose your own roommates.

•

You'll be building equity while attending school.

•

There are tax benefits to owning real estate as well as the possibility of qualifying for in-state tuition.

To learn more, call this toll free pre-recorded information line;
(800) 992-6081 Extension 1
Or call me directly and I'll help you to get started.

COLOUUGLL

Kim Hawley

BANKER •

2655 Camino Del Rio North Ste. 450
San Diego, CA 92108

REALTOR®

619-890-3447

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

kim h awley@cox. net
www.kimhawley.net

UNIVERSITY OF SAN DIEGO STUDENTS SAVE ON AMTRAK !

— TRAVELING AROUND CALIFORNIA JUST GOT A WHOLE LOT CHEAPER
WHAT? Amtrak California's Pacific Surfliner* trains
auid Amtrak Thruway Motorcoaches connect University of
San Diego and San Diego to communities and destinations
throughout California.

HOW do I make a reservation? Simply visit our
website at Amtrak.com to check current fares and
schedules. You can make reservations online, at a staffed
station, or by calling 1-800-USA RAIL.

WHY? It's convenient, economical, and a relaxing
and scenic way to travel. The train is great for studying,
sleeping, eating, or spending time with friends.

WHERE do I catch the train? The San Diego Amtrak
station is located at 1050 Kettner Boulevard at Broadway.
Here a friendly Amtrak agent can help you with ticket
sales, checked baggage, and general travel information.

WHEN? Amtrak Pacific Surfliner has several convenient
departure times throughout the day offering University
of San Diego students the opportunity to travel up and
down the California coast at some great savings. Thruway
Motorcoaches also connect students with Amtrak
trains in the Centrai Valley and Bay Area.

STUDENTS
RECEIVE A

20%
DISCOUNT

Amudl, CaWbwi

DlscoufitCodeVO^

Travel made s i m p l e .

4rv:'-3% to- • now En Espanoi • i-soo-usa-rail

Amtrak California

This discount Is valid for sals 01Sep07-19Jun08 and valid for travel 04Sep07-22Jun08 on the Pacific Surfllner,San Joaqulns and associated thruway service, Including Merced to Yosemlte, all other 7000-8999 series thruways are excluded. Offer valid for 20 percent off the best available
coach adult rail fare for students of the following California Colleges and Universities: California State University (Bakersfleld and Fresno), Fresno City College (Fresno) California Polytechnic State University (San Luis Obispo), University of California (Merced, Irvine, and Santa Barbara,
University of the Pacific (Stockton), University of San Diego (San Diego), San Diego State University (San Diego), and Santa Barbara City College (Santa Barbara). Blackouts apply for the following dates: 20-27Nov07,14Decu7-02Jan08,20-24Mar08 and 23-26May08. Passenger must be
a student and show a valid student ID (when purchasing tickets and on board train) for one of the colleges listed above. Reservation must be made at least three (3) days prior to travel date. Once travel has begun, no changes to the Itinera™ are permitted. This discount is not valid towards
purchase of multi-rides and Is not valid thru a travel agency. Fares, routes and schedules are subject tochange without notice. Other restrictions may apply. Refer fo discount V363. Amtrak, Pacific Surfllner, San Joaqulns and Travel Made Simple are service marks of the National Railroad
Passenger Corporation.
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" If I had known this would have made you so happy I
would have told you years ago."
-J.K. Rowling in response to reader's support about
Dumbledore being gay

Office-ially Play raises immigration awareness
unamused
BY ALI TAPPER
STAFF WRITER

BY ANTHONY
GENTILE
ASSOCIATE EDITOR
Since Dr. Pace introduced
me to it last fall, I have been
a huge fan of "The Office."
Not the British version, but
the good old American twist
on it.
After watching the first
episode of season three, I
absolutely loved it. I bought
the DVDs from the first two
seasons and watched them
again and again. I also liked
season three.
But four episodes into
season four, "The Office" has
threatened to lose my viewership. That's right, I may
change the channel when the
clock strikes 9 p.m. on Thurs
day.
"The Office" is not funny
right now because the plots
are taken away from the title
setting: the office. This is
the reason the show is called
"The Office," not "The Lake"
or "The Trainyard."
I was excited when I found
out that the first four episodes
of this season would each be
an hour long. But I was equal
ly disappointed to discover
that rather than one hour-long
story, I was presented with
two 30-minute episodes.
These episodes
were
somewhat hard to follow,
giving basically two episodes
for the price of two rather
than one long episode. But
the switch back to half-hour
episodes Thursday should
remedy that.
The lack of focus on the
actual office, however, might
not be so easily remedied.
Nor the documentary-style of
the show.
These negative trends
take away from the minor
characters that hold the show
together. Pam and Jim's ro
mance may warm viewers'
hearts, but I will take Stanley
and Toby simply doing their
job any day.
"The Office" is about an
office. I just hope it stays that
way.

•

Juarez, Mexico, the large in
dustrial city bordering El Paso,
Texas is home to 1,301,452
people. More than 396,100
people work there for assem
bly plants producing mainly
electronic circuit boards and
auto parts.
Juarez is a city where
almost 400 murders have been
committed since 1993. Many
citizens, nearly all of them
women, are being held cap
tive and are subjected to rape
and torture before becoming
murder victims. These killings
are of regular occurrence, yet
more than 100 of these cases
remain unsolved due to cor
rupt officials and inadequate
interest.
This, along with many
other stories of desperation,
is the driving force that leads
thousands of Mexican citizens
to attempt to illegally cross
the Mexican border into the
United States. This is also the
story of young Pilar, one of
the main characters in USD's
undergraduate theatre arts
program's upcoming produc
tion "MUERTOS: A Day of
the Dead Play."
Writer and director Evelyn
Diaz Cruz says that she hopes
to create a "fitting tribute to
those who have passed on" by
combining the terrifying stories
of death and terror endured by
migrants crossing the border
with the reflective Mexican
holiday, Dfa de Los Muertos
(The Day of the Dead), more

commonly known as the
Catholic holiday All Saints
and All Souls Day. A holiday
of collective mourning, Dfa de
Los Muertos is an opportunity
to pay tribute to ancestors and
others who have died by pre
senting their gravesites with
elaborate decorations, food
and gifts.
"MUERTOS" begins with
Carmen, a young girl of
Mexican descent living in the
United States struggling to
deal with the painful experi-

crimes in Juarez, Pilar, know
ing she is in danger, arrives in
Tijuana with the anticipation
of crossing the border to have
a better life. It is in the grave
yard where the characters' two
worlds collide as Carmen and
her boyfriend meet Pilar.
"'MUERTOS' has two
years in the making and faced
many challenges in the pro
cess, including the search for
an authentic voice," Profes
sor Cruz said. "MUERTOS"
is a bilingual play with some

"'MUERTOS' has two years in the
making and faced many challenges in
the process, including the search for
an authentic voice."
Evelyn Diaz Cruz, USD professor and writer and director of
"MUERTOS: A Day of the Dead Play"

ences that have occurred in
her life. Carmen and her two
friends decide to party in Ti
juana at one of the gravesites
as a way of celebrating Day of
the Dead.
It is there they meet with
Carmen's boyfriend, who is
going to smuggle an illegal im
migrant into the United States
from Mexico. The immigrant
is Pilar, a young woman em
ployed as a factory worker on
the border and struggling to
survive.
Signifying the
women
being subjected to the terrible

scenes spoken in Spanish,
using skeletons doing moving
interpretations as a way to fur
ther enhance the experience.
"This play will hopefully
raise awareness of these issues
and bring communities to
gether to reflect on the themes
presented here."
"MUERTOS"
integrates
pageantry into the story
through music, song and the
atrical movement.
A unique aspect of the play
is the final scene or act that
will be performed in a con
structed graveyard just outside

the theatre.
Professor Cruz has invited
individuals and organizations
to construct altars to the dead
in the makeshift graveyard,
where the theatre patrons
will be allowed to stroll and
reflect on the various themes
presented therein with three
roving musicians, four Calacas
(skeletons), an amazing singer
from Tijuana (Arinda Caballero) and pianist Irving Flores
rounding out the evening in
the graveyard.
This was certainly a "spiri
tual undertaking," Professor
Cruz said. The heartbreaking
yet inspiring story of "MUER
TOS" is surely bound to shed a
creative new awareness on life
on the border, and the human
struggles that take place there.
This year also marks the
13th year of Operation Gate
keeper. Though the two fences
that have extended far out into
the ocean on the west and into
the rough desert on the east
have further contributed to
deaths on the border and not
stemmed the tide of undocu
mented immigration, a third
fence is being constructed.
"MUERTOS" asks us to
consider humane immigration
reform that will stop the deaths
on our borders. Perhaps with
greater awareness, this can
begin to happen.
"MUERTOS" opens Oct.
24 at 7:30 p.m. in the Shiley
Theatre and will run through
Oct. 27. General admission is
$11, $8 for students and tickets
can be purchased at the Hahn
University Center box office.

Brevity brilliantly presents the Word of God
who should avoid seeing the
show, writer Reed Martin
said, "People who are humor
The Reduced Shakespeare impaired." Of course, laughs
Company is well known for will come easier to those of
their condensed comedies," us who have studied the Good
particularly "The Complete Book. Think of it as cliff
Works of William Shake notes for your religion class,
speare (Abridged)" and "The only funny.
The show opens with the
Complete History of America
story of creation, fig leaves and
(Abridged)."
The troupe is now teaming all. The players then proceed to
up with the San Diego Reper fly through the scriptures with
tory Theatre in order to present impeccable comedic timing
and improvisational acting.
the greatest story ever told.
Audience participation is
In two swift acts, the
charmingly nerdy cast of three crucial since there are only
presents the entire Word of three performers and that ark
God, employing wit, physi story is kind of a biggie.
They continue through the
cal humor and the occasional
New Testament, stopping only
dirty joke.
Though impiety has its briefly to baptize the audi
place, the show is by no means ence with a spray bottle and
offensive. In fact, when asked end with their own version
BY ANNE-MARIE SLAGILL
STAFF WRITER

of the apocalypse which is, ence nodded in affirmation,
of course, a song and dance Dominic gave the latecomer
number. Needless to say, the a disappointed glance, which
result is pure hilarity.
he followed up with an extra
A word to the wise: arrive squirt of baptismal water in
early. Not only does the rapid the second act.
nature of the show necessitate
Another couple arrived
the full experience, but also late and, following a little ha
the intimate design of the rassment, jokingly asked the
theater makes late entrances performers to start over. One
incredibly distracting.
actor replied, "Oh, you really
When stragglers walked don't want to see that" but it
in, the actors stopped what was too late.
they were doing onstage and
His partner had already
stepped into the audience to dropped his pants to reveal
introduce themselves.
a familiar fig leaf-adorned
"Hi, my name is Dominic. speedo. "Happy now?" I think
Trouble finding the place?"
they were.
"Oh uhh, we were eating,
"The Bible: The Complete
sorry," explained the embar Word of God (Abridged)" is
rassed patron.
playing at the Lyceum Theater
"Oh I see. Did anybody else in Horton Plaza through Nov.
eat before they came here?"
11. Discounts are available for
When the entire audi students.
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The Palm offers a six-star dining experience
BY MARIANNE MALEK
STAFF WRITER

I went to The Palm last Friday, which
is centrally located just minutes away
from The Gaslamp, the life and blood of
downtown, close to Petco Park.
615 J Street is the perfect location for
the newest addition to San Diego's hot
spot dining family. The Palm embodies
class, elegance and caters to the sophis
ticated palate of all generations.
Upon my arrival, I was greeted by gen
eral manager Carl Essert and escorted
to a very elegant booth on the first floor.
I was immediately taken by the unique
decor, which combined a bit of old Italy
with a dash of Generation X. Cartoons
depicting the original Palm restaurant
in New York and beautiful hand-drawn
caricatures of various famous people
covered the walls. Frequent diners also
had caricatures of themselves on the
surrounding walls, which was an indica
tor that the allure of the Palm has much
to do with the outstanding service that
every customer is welcomed by when
ever they dine.
Shortly thereafter, our waiter, Phil,
rushed to our table and kindly intro
duced himself. He was enthusiastic, full
of recommendations and dressed like a
chef. He was knowledgeable about the
fine wines that are offered as well as
the delicious cuisine. I began my dinner
with Tomato Capri, a dish consisting of
sliced tomato, basil and buffalo mozzarella.
The buffalo milk was the key to the
richest flavor I have ever experienced in
such a dish. The bread that accompanied
the meal was from Bread and Cie, a
bakery that only distributes the highest
in quality bread to fine restaurants.
We were enjoying every bite of the
food, not realizing that the best was still
to come. The very talented Chef Miguel
made us chicken parmigiana and steak
for our entrees. The chicken, served a
la carte, was so tender that it practically
melted in my mouth.
The steak, was served even more
beautifully than how it was pictured on
their web site. The unique flavors and
marinades, careful cooking and gor

COURTESY OF BERKMAN PR

A glowing view of The Palm's glowing front facade. The restaurant is a new hot spot in the Gaslamp district for fine dining.

geous presentation made the food out
standing. I was hesitant to begin eating
because I felt I would be ruining a great
work of art, but the aroma didn't allow
that to last very long.
For side dishes, I was served generous
portions of Asparagus Fritti and Three
Cheese Potatoes Au Gratin. These sides
were filled with rich flavors that you
could not just eat one. A quarter of this
food would have been enough to send us
home satisfied, because at that point of
our dining experience we were already
feeling our clothes tightening.
Also on the menu were numerous
dishes of fish, veal, chicken, pork, lamb
and, of course, USDA Prime beef. The
portions were very large and made to be
shared.
By the time I was offered dessert, I
could not even contemplate eating an
other bite of food. However, after seeing
a large, tempting slice of chocolate cake
at the table adjacent to mine, I am confi
dent enough to say that The Palm, which
has embodied nothing but the best that

COURTESY OF BERKMAN PR

Diners enjoy The Palm's wonderful food and atmosphere.

dining has to offer, will serve desserts
that are second to none.
The food at The Palm is comparable
to that of Mister A's and Flemmings.
However, their excellent service and
welcoming atmosphere put the other res

taurants to shame. The Palm is a pricey
choice, meals averaging $50 to $100,
but honestly the experience of eating at
this restaurant is worth every penny. I
regret that I can't give this restaurant six
stars as it truly deserves them.

Graduate students' performance showcases true talent
BY JULIE BRODFUEHRER
COPY EDITOR

There's not much to do for free in
San Diego on a Friday night, but 80
fortunate theatergoers got to attend
a performance free of admission at
USD.
The Old Globe/ University of San
Diego Graduate Acting Program
performed the class of 2007's final
acting showcase Friday in the Studio
Theatre in Sacred Heart Hall. The
program featured eight comedic and
dramatic performances and lasted 45
minutes.
The seven actors in the graduate
acting showcase impressed the audi
ence in the black box theater with
their talent as they performed scenes
with two people and minimal props,

in "Brooklyn Boy." His audition was
including two chairs at most.
Although many of the perfor with the writer of the play, played by
mances were hilarious, there was one Rhett Henckel. During the audition,
that stood out as the best comedy: Bresky's character was rambling on
"Evolution," written by Jonathan and saying goofy things, which con
Marc Sherman. This scene consisted trasted with Henckel's cool and quiet
of a man, played by Aaron Misa- character—an entertaining duo! In
kian, talking to his sister's boyfriend, the end, the actor became serious and
played by Chip Brooks. The scene convinced the writer that he truly
was about the man trying to convince could do the part justice. The writer
his sister's boyfriend to do speed, was so intrigued by his passion he
which Misakian's character was gave him the part.
There were also a few dramatic
obviously on. Misakian's abundant
stage energy and comedic timing monologues in this acting showcase.
In "Burn This," written by Lanford
really entertained the audience.
"Brooklyn Boy" by Donald Mar- Wilson, Kate Turnball performed
gulies was another hilarious scene, the best dramatic monologue of the
mainly due to Chris Bresky's energy night.
Turnball was playing a character
and quirky character. Bresky played
the character of a young, eccentric who wanted to break off her rela
actor who was auditioning for a part tionship with her lover, played by

Henckel. During her monologue,
her whole body was shaking and her
voice was so powerful and full of
emotion that the whole audience was
enthralled.
Summer Shirey also performed a
tearful dramatic monologue worth
mentioning in "Honour," written by
Joanna Murray-Smith. Shirey's char
acter was talking to a young woman
she went to school with, played by
Cara Greene, who was also sleeping
with her father. Her monologue con
veyed exactly how hurt and shocked
her character was.
Overall, the graduate acting show
case was a very entertaining and
fantastic show. All seven actors have
a lot of talent and the scenes went
quickly and smoothly, leaving the
audience members wanting more.

ARTS & CULTURE
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San Diego community guide: Pacific Beach
The shopaholic's sanctuary
BY JULIE BRODFUEHRER
COPY EDITOR

Garnet Avenue in Pacific Beach is
one of the best places to spend a free
afternoon or a weekend day in San
Diego. There are many fabulous res
taurants and shops just walking dis
tance from the ocean and pier.
Halloween
Pacific Beach is a great place to go
shop for Halloween costumes right
now. You can hit up Halloween Super
Store (1059 Garnet Ave.) to find all
of the costumes and masks you could
possibly want, but pretty much every
store in PB right now offers a wide
selection of Halloween attire. There
is also a pumpkin patch on Bayard
St. and Garnet that especially caters to
children. You can take a look around
and pick out a pumpkin of any size and
paint a face on it if you so choose.
Dining
The best restaurant in PB for break
fast is Broken Yolk (1851 Garnet
Ave.) It is open from 6 a.m. to 3 p.m.
and serves both breakfast and lunch.
If you dare, you can order the Broken
Yolk Cafe Special, which includes an
omelet consisting of 12 eggs, mush
rooms, onions and American cheese
with chili and more cheese on top. It
also comes with home fries and bis
cuits. If you can eat all of this in an
hour, you get your meal free, a T-shirt

and your name and time on a plaque on
the wall. The fastest time was 14 min
utes and 29 seconds. For coffee, Pa
cific Bean (on the pier at 712 y/i Garnet
Ave.) is the "Home of America's Best
Mocha." The cozy atmosphere makes
this coffee shop a fantastic place to
study. For lunch, head over to Zanzi
bar Cafe, which offers amazing pas
tries and sandwiches, which all come
with side salads. I recommend a panini
or the chicken pesto sandwich. The
walls of Zanzibar are covered with
African style paintings, which are for
sale, and make for a fascinating dining
atmosphere.
Shopping
In PB there are many types of
unique shops, which are perfect for
buying gifts. The Pink Zone (931
Garnet Ave.) offers a wide selection
of Halloween costumes for women. In
addition to costumes, they have a large
assortment of T-shirts and clothes ideal
for going out. The Closet is a very sim
ilar store, located a few stores, closer
to the pier. They have many clothes
for women and the pleasing prices
on tank tops and T-shirts for layering.
Buffalo Exchange (1007 Garnet Ave.)
sells "new and recycled fashion" for
women and men. They have a large va
riety of clothes that are organized more
than those found in your typical thrift
store. I'm sure you'll be able to find
something among the endless racks of

COURTESY OF ANNA LIZAN0

An artistic display on the side of a building on Garnet St. in Pacific Beach.

pants, shirts, dresses, sunglasses and
shoes. Pangea Outpost (909 A Garnet
Ave.) is a great store to stop in to find
a gift and entertain yourself for hours.
This store hosts many different little
stores in one. You can find unique jew
elry, artwork, photographs, clothes and
decorations for your room. For any
Bob Marley fans out there, you can
check out Crossroads (972 Garnet
Ave.) to stock up on all of your reggae
tribute shirts and posters.

COURTESY OF ANNA LIZAN0

Home of America's best mocha, Pacific
Bean serves coffee hot and fast.

Fans can continue to rock to The Polyphonic Spree's new album
BY CARRIE WIDDER
STAFF WRITER

Not familiar with The Polyphonic
Spree? You need only to Wikipedia
those six syllables to discover that
they are a "self - described 'choral
symphonic group,' " varying between
13 and 27 members within the band,
including the 10-person choir. Sym
phonic sound fused with experimental
rock, combined with a dash of upbeat
happiness perfectly describes the
sound of The Polyphonic Spree.
Some may be familiar with the song
"Light and Day/Reach For The Sun,"
which was used for the introduction
of the Volkswagon Beetle with iPod.
The positive lyrics and upbeat melody
are distinct characteristics of The
Polyphonic Spree, and they have not
let fans down with their latest release,
"The Fragile Army."
The first track on this album is the
perfect kick-start for the album "Run
ning Away" quickly picks up tempo
until it is impossible to stop yourself
from bobbing your head and singing
the chorus. You begin to pick up on
almost every instrument contributing
to the song, such as the trumpet and
flute, and the harmony of who knows
how many voices. This song was
made for every occasion, whether it's
your "greet the morning" song, some
thing you jam to at the gym, or just to
unwind.
The second song on the album, "Get

"Guaranteed Nightlife," starts off
Up And Go" offers a darker ensemble,
but nonetheless follows the faster interestingly enough. Curiously, I'm
reminded of the scene in "Annie"
paced theme of "The Fragile Army."
The title track is one of my personal where the orphans are singing "It's A
favorites on the album because of the Hard Knock Life," while dancing in
story it tells and the various stages it toilets and tripping Miss Hannigan.
It's easy for a listener to compare
reaches. The sounds that come out of
nowhere serve as fun surprises, such The Polyphonic Spree songs with a
as the typing of a letter, the licking of showtunes-ey genre, mainly because
an envelope and the way the choir just of the band's expansive number of
comes in at precisely the right time. voices on every track, and the incorpo
It then slows down towards the end ration of many different instruments.
to once again bring everything full While The Polyphonic Spree definitely
do not fit into the typical show tunes
circle.
For fans of the keys, check out category, "Guaranteed Nightlife" does
"Younger Yesterday," which offers a on its own.
The ninth track, "Light to Follow"
beautiful piano melody, brought to an
end with a small but great trumpet se is the most unique track on the album
quence that is built up throughout the because it has more of a futuristic
sound. Maybe it's just me, but I tend to
entire song.
"We Crawl" sounds like a fairytale associate songs with experiences, and I
at the beginning, with a harp and sweet, am convinced that this song should be
gentle lyrics: "We try/ we crawl/ we played while on Disneyland's Space
live/ we're small." It's a slower song Mountain.
"Watch Us Explode (Justify)" serves
and a nice break from the previous,
as
the epitome of The Polyphonic
faster tracks.
"Mental Cabaret" is the most appro Spree. Despite the title, I find this song
priate name for the sounds and lyrics upbeat and catchy and something that
evoked within the song itself. Though you can jam to. It will make you feel
it is not one of the standouts on the a little bit better about yourself, urging
disc, you have to appreciate the synth you to "justify" your actions, remind
and the way the lyrics complement ing us that we are all human. Everyone
the mood invoked. It's a little dark, needs to be reminded of that once in a
and a little crazy. The lead singer Tim while, and while our friends and family
DeLaughter sounds a little creepy, his may not tell us, it's nice to know that
voice a little shakier than usual, and the 'Spree will.
"Overblow Your Nest" is that "end
completely matches the theme of this
of the album" song, purposely put to
song.

wards the end to calm us down. With
significantly fewer instruments, and
more emphasis on just DeLaughter's
voice, this song makes listeners focus
more on the lyrics.
Those tricksters though. They
spring one last crazy song right at the
end. The 'Spree brings it back with the
last track, "The Championship." This
is definitely the song to check out if
you're a fan of the classic Polyphonic
sound. "The Championship" is made
up of everything crucial to the band's
identity including the harmonizing
choir, the multitude of instruments,
catchy beats and energizing lyrics.
I would recommend this album to
fans of Sufjan Stevens, though it has
a little bit more of a kick to it. Anyone
fond of big band music with an ex
perimental twist will also enjoy "The
Fragile Army." This is music you can
definitely rock out to.
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Food Not Bombs are
served close to home
BY ALLYSON HUNT

entire operation of cooking
STAFF WRITER
and food-giving is accom
plished.
Food Not Bombs is an
When I first arrived to
intriguing name for an or- help with die preparation
ganization. One can infer ' was greeted by a young
that it involves pacifists woman who showed me
of some sort, probably in- where all of the utensils
volved in raising money were and told me I would
or holding canned food be chopping the beets,
drives with the proceeds which had been donated
going to far off places like by local restaurants, for
Afghanistan, right?
the soup they were preparAs I found out, Food fog- Soup was not the only
Not Bombs is much more thing on the menu; vegan
local than that - try North sandwiches
were
also
Park Recreational Park being made,
near El Cajon Boulevard.
There were probably
Yeah, I know, I was pretty about 25 other volunteers
surprised too. The group's present, ranging in age
cause is not a new one, but from 18 all the way to
is just as commendable as about 60. I must confess
always.
that after reading the deFood Not Bombs be- scription of this group, I
lieves that "society and was almost expecting to
government value mate- meet "The Dude' from
rial wealth over human the movie "The Big Leblives" and that "many of owski.'
the social problems we
Unfortunately, this never
currently face are the re- happened, but 1 did manage
suits of values that privi- to meet some very interestand dedicated memlege the forces of war and fog
violence over human bers of Food Not Bombs,
needs."
Jenna, who has been with
Food Not Bombs is the group from the very
an organization that is beginning, informed me
attempting to ease some that she loves being inof these social problems volved in something that
by providing nutritious, "feels so worthwhile, and
vegan meals to the hungry that makes an immediate,
of San Diego, and hopes
obvious impact on a
to "challenge the invisible community,
barrier that separates the
When we arrived at the
poor and homeless from a P^k around 2:15 p.m., a
so-called "normal" soci- large group had gathered,
ety." This particular chap- waiting for us to appear
ter of Food Not Bombs is with their meals. . As 1
committed to "Food Not watched the "regulars" set
Bombs' basic principles UP fee food on the park's
of food recycling, non- picnic tables, the hungry
violence, and consensus drew closer and closer
decision making."
everything was ready
This group's worth- for
them to receive their
while cause of helping food,
those in need and attempt1 bad anticipated the
ing to affect social change hungry to swarm the
makes them very interest- tables and overwhelm the
ing and dynamic. The members of the group, but
organization has no direct everything proceeded very
leader and, as part of their smoothly with either side
mission statement, claims showing great respect to
they use "consensus deci- the other. The more expesion making."
rienced Food Not Bombs
While it may seem that participants even knew
this would make for a some of their guests by
very chaotic and unorga- name. It was touching to
nized cause, exactly the see this great display ol
opposite is true. When a the positive side of human
group of people is com- nature,
mitted to making group
Jf y°u wish to take part
ruling work it is amazing 'n this amazing experihow much can be accom- ence, or just want to find
out 3 little bit more about
plished.
This is made evident by this group through its own
the efficient and friendly words, check out www.
manner in which the sdfnb.org.
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Hoop brings life experience to her music
BY KAITLIN PERRY
STAFF WRITER

With a resume including
such things as survivalist,
working with a wilderness
rehabilitation program, and
nanny for Tom Waits, it's really
no surprise that Jesca Hoop has
taken an interest in the art of
music. Hoop's music has that
type of eccentricity that can
only be obtained through many
life-defining experiences.
Hoop grew up in a Mormon
family but became disenchant
ed with the church at the age of
14, causing her to branch out
and discover herself outside of
religion. By embracing music
more fully through high school
choir and mainstream radio, as
well as getting a little music
industry guidance from Tom
Waits, it is no surprise that she
is already touring, with Matt
Pond PA nonetheless, and has a
record out that is enchanting the
hearts of many. After her song
was passed down to KCRW
DJ, Nic Harcourt, her song
"Seed of Wonder" became a

record-making top five request
and was exposed to a very ac
cepting world.
Hoop uses her experiences
as a survivalist and working
in a wilderness rehabilitation
program as inspiration for lyri
cal content. When asked about
the "imaginary country" crit
ics claim she creates with her
music, she explains that there is
always an "idiosyncratic loca
tion in sound that is specific to
who we are as individuals."
Major influences include
"what's happening in my own
direct world. Musically I would
say Kate Bush, Paul Simon,
Tom Waits, Joni Mitchell, and
Bjork."
These influences are evident
in her songs, which are impres
sive and unique, exploring all
different types of combinations
and voice inflections. It's her
voice that carries them, though,
making them hard-hitting and
thought provoking at the same
time. Her lyrics are relatable in
a way and the sound is like a
drug for your ears, becoming
an addiction for those needing

a hit of eclectic in their every
day lives.
She could easily be com
pared to the likes of Devendra
Banhart, but her sound is a bit
more magical and a little less
out there. Hoop truly does
have a sound all her own -an
important attribute in the music
world these days. Not only are
her songs different from each
other, but they stand out in a
world where songs by Amy
Winehouse and Lily Allen are
considered the most creative
modern music put out by fe
males.
She has been well received
by fans of Matt Pond PA,
which have said that she made
the well-known band look
boring. Is the world ready for
Jesca Hoop? I think the world
has been craving the music she
brings to the table. It's the type
of music that can help to expand
the musical tastes of many and
prove that a different sound is
beneficial to the world.
Jesca
Hoop's
latest,
"Kismet," can be found on
iTunes and amazon.com.

teaching tip
Inspiring teachers inspire lives.
Once you complete your bachelor's degree: Azusa Pacific University offers 26
opportunities at 7 convenient Southern California locations for you to become a
teacher, counselor, coach, or administrator.
APU offers:

•
•
•

NCATE accreditation for all programs, making APU 1 of only 5 private institutions
in California with this distinction.
Credentials recognized by ail 50 states and internationally.
A program ranked 4th among private California institutions for number of
credentials recommended.

If you are interested in pursuing a degree in another field, APU also offers additional
master's and doctoral programs to help you accomplish your academic and
career aspirations.
mm
(800) 825-5278 (toll free)
www.apu.edu/education/tips
graduatecenter@apu.edu

IK

AZUSA PACIFIC

K-12, bachelor's to doctorate, we know teaching.

U N I V E R S I T Y

901 E. Alosta Ave.
Azusa, CA 91702
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ATTENTION
VISTA READERS:
i
i
i

Have you been personally
impacted by the wildfires?

i
i
i
i

i
i
i
i
i
i
i

RECYCLE

i

Do you have a unique story
from volunteering?

i

Do you have an opinion
regardng the San Diego
wildfires?

i
i
i
i

I Next week, The Vista will run a 4 page
I special on the San Diego wildfires, and
would greatly appreciate your input.
® Please email Feature Editor Davina Coady
i at dcoady@usdvista.com with your story.

i
i
i

The Vista!

i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i

Classifieds
2 la jolla 1 bedroom condos for sale 279k
each. 1 3 bedroom townhome for sale walking distance to usd 445k - 2 car
garage.
Call seth, remax agent
Seth O'Byrne, RE/MAX Associates La Jolla

W
FOR CONSPIRING TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE
IN THE LIVES OF OTHERS
DESCRIPTION
Height/Weight: Unknown
Occupation:

Aspiring graduate student

mmmm a» wh* mm

vllAllllv

m

AVM

Diverse experiences, desire to effect
change, passion for educational
RfUfBRIl
REWARD

An Ivy League education in a young, hip city.

Do you fit this description? Turn yourself in at
the graduate school fair on your campus.

• AAA Approved Auto Repair Facility
• ASE Certified Master Technicians
(Awarded Blue Seal of Excellence)
• Same Day Service
• Exact Estimates Given Prior to Repair
• Shuttle Service Available
• Extended Warranty Contracts Honored
Towing Available for Repairs, 7/24
• Serving San Diego Since 1976

Graduate School of Education

3700 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19104
(877) PENN-GSE
www.gse.upenn.edu/admissions_financial/events
RRRMRRI

858-560-9131
www.convoyautorepair.com
3909 Convoy; San Diego
(In the Aero Convoy Automotive Cenlei; South of Home Depot Expo/Target Shopping Center)
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La Jolla Office Listings

FOR RENT! 3 Bedroom 3 bath TR1-MASTER House in Mission Beach - BOARDWALK & OCEAN VIEWS
I 1
WMSm:il

4-6 Student Rental
2 car garage + 1 car
parking - NEWLY BUILT
MISSION BEACH
$4500/month
Available NOW

BOARDWALK!!

.5.

*,1
mi
.

?

;

f
mi
3.\

WR1NI

*•

HHBRc (.

NEW KITCHEN

Pacific Beach 3 b e d Beach House!
3 b e d r o o m 2.5 b a t h r o o m l , 5 0 d sy f t i n t e r i o r
6 , + 0 0 s q f t l o t - G r e a t O c e a n & 5 a y View!
R~1 L o t i n f a n t a s t i c N o r t h P 5 N e i g h b o r h o o d
Seller entertaining offers $799,000 - $S$9,000

Lowest Priced C o n d o in Villa La Jolla!!
691 sc| f t l o c a t e d o n a c a n y o n o v e r l o o k i n g l a j o l l a
2 c o n d o s f o r sale a t $27+,9®0 - g r e a t deals!
S p e c i a l b u y e r incentives o f f e r e d t h i s f a l l !
Walking d i s t a n c e t o U C S D !

Walk t o U S D from N o r t h Rim Complex
2 b e d r o o m s - 8+O sc| f t w / garage!
C o m p l e t e l y remodeled w i t h g r a n i t e c o u n t e r s !
P o o l , t e n n i s c o u r t s , s p a , r e c r e a t i o n r o o>m
i
$529,000 - $3+9,OOO

Other great La Jolla Office listings include*
Downtown beautiful Loft in Marina District - $378,500
1 bedroom view property with a touch of class - $289,000
Rancho Penasquitas 2 bedroom for sale - $250,000
USD Area 3 bedroom - close to everything - $375,000
Mission Beach 3 bedroom HOUSE! — Student Rental - $1,360,000
Vanos .brokers represented - All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed

IndymacBank'

David Wright

858.349.7468 cell

Indymac i s one of the most competitive banks i n the nation
and I would be honored to show you why more San Diegans
choose to get their home loans through us! -David Wright"

858.869.3940 cell
seth@sethobyrne.com email
www.sethobyrne.com website
828 prospect st ste 200 La Jolla, CA 92037 - RE/MAX Associates
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SPORTS
Andy Kaestle

Sports Editor

The pursuit of
perfection

BY ANDY KAESTLE
SPORTS EDITOR
There are so few games in the sport
of football that one game, one play
can make or break a team's season or
in a rare case, an undefeated season.
It happens every year around this
time where a team looks completely
untouchable as they boast their loss
less record, but a breakdown always
seems to be inevitable.
This season, not to say they haven't
been in this situation many times
before, it's the New England Patriots.
Posting a 7-0 record as of last week
end, the Patriots have yet to win by a
margin of less than three touchdowns.
Tom Brady has thrown for 11 touch
down passes in the last two weeks and
his season total is at 27. In fact, only
two teams in NFL history have scored
more points in their first seven games
and no player has thrown for as many
touchdowns through seven games as
Brady.
So why is it that some teams very
similar to and including the New Eng
land Patriots can't seem to extend their
dominance through the entire season?
There is a lot of noise in the sport
of football, in the sense that so many
different things have strong effects on
teams from week to week. It's nearly
impossible to keep a team completely
healthy for the entire 17-week season.
That is what makes the sport of
football so thrilling. With baseball
each team typically plays 162 games
each season. With such a high volume
of contests, a few big upsets isn't going
to fluctuate the rankings to the same
degree as it would with football's low
game count.
Theoretically, it's not unlikely for
a team to win every regular season
game, then play poorly in the first
round of the playoffs and get knocked
out. Some of you may remember last
season when our San Diego Chargers,
loaded with record-setting league
MVP LaDainian Tomlinson, fell in the
first round of the playoffs even when
they were picked as a probable world
champion candidate.
The point is that the Patriots streak,
while impressive and intimidating,
isn't safe. Especially considering
some of the outcomes we've seen al
ready this season, it's tough to forecast
the outcomes of any given Sunday.
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Sportsworthy:
"What counts in sports is not the victory, but the
magnificence of the struggle
-Joe Paterno

akaestle@usdvista.com

Volleyball downs Pacific Northwest foes
BY RAYMOND AYALA
STAFF WRITER
The Toreros were able to kill two
birds with one stone this past weekend
in typical victorious fashion.
Not only were they able to defeat
both of their opponents, but they also
were able to raise money for a worthy
cause.
The Toreros went into their match
Thursday full of confidence, putting
behind them an excellent week, which
included wins against Pepperdine and
Loyola Marymount on the road.
The No. 16 Toreros faced off against
the Portland Pilots at the Jenny Craig
Pavilion. What was supposed to be an
easy game for the Toreros turned out
to be not only an easy game, but also
a laugher.
The closest the Pilots got in the
match, was the first game, but the To
reros ended up pulling out a close one
30-26.
After the mild scare it was easy street
for the Toreros. Senior Laurel Abrahamson was impressive yet again, leading
the team with 10 kills.
The Toreros also had some great
defensive digs courtesy of sophomore
Andrea Csaszi. The game ended with
wins in consecutive sets of 30-15 and
ZAC 0RMSBY/THE VISTA
30-19 to send the Toreros' win streak to Junior Jaimarie Sutherland elevates for a kill over the Portland defense. She recorded
four.
four kills in the match.
Saturday was a special day both on
The Toreros finished off a successful
and off the court for the Toreros. The Bulldogs. After the Toreros took the
Toreros decided to designate this day as first set, the Bulldogs stormed back week with two key league wins and also
with a second set win on the shoulders were able to raise money for a worthy
"Dig for the Cure" day.
The game balls from the game this of Becky Jones. But the Toreros came cause. The Toreros also moved up in the
day were auctioned off prior to the back in the third set behind strong play rankings this week from No. 16 to No.
game, and the money is going to be do from Abrahamson. Abrahamson tied a 12.
Abrahamson had another fabulous
nated to breast cancer research by the career high with 25 kills in the match.
Susan G. Komen foundation.
Though Abrahamson had a great game, week and looks to be well on her way
The balls were specially made pink she was not the one to finish off the to WCC Player of the Year honor and
consideration for ail-American honors
and white Molten Volleyballs, and to match in game five.
those that were lucky enough to win
That honor went to Jessica Anderson, as well.
The Toreros will take a trip up to
them in auction they collected winner whose hard spike finished off the match
game balls, as the Toreros were not and sent the Bulldogs home with a loss. the city by the bay this week, to play a
going to be denied their third straight The Toreros finished off the week 2-0 Saturday game against the University of
win, especially not to the Gonzaga and sent their winning streak to five.
San Francisco.

Cross Country
BY ANDY KAESTLE
SPORTS EDITOR

Men's Soccer

Both the men and the women are competingln the WCC Championships starting at 9 a.m. on
Saturday. The races will be held in Belmont, Calif.

Women's Volleyball

ThlfTfoq^b^fhidst an undefeated streak with two wins
last weekflrcy recorded a win against St. Mary's and a
shutout tie against the University of San Francisco.

added two more wins, 3-0 and 3-2 to their
record TMTweekend. The Toreros improved their rank to
No. 12.

Next Game: Their next match-up is tonight against
Loyola Marymount 7p.m. in Torero Stadium.

Next Game: Saturday the team travels to the Bay Area
to take on San Francisco. The ladies beat USF 3-0 earlier
this season.

Football
Sai1VtaMgtip0arrassed the Jacksonville Dolphins 6223 Saturday night.

Next Game: This weekend they travel to Dayton, Ohio
for the always-anticipated rivalry against the Flyers. Typi
cally the Flyers are one of the toughest PFL competitors.

Women's Soccer
team kept their 11-game unbeaten streak
alive witfTa 1-1 tie against Pepperdine Sunday.

Next Game: Tonight they play in Portland at 8 p.m.
Their next home game is on Nov. 10 against USF.

22

Thursday, October 25, 2007

The Vista

SPORTS

Baseball already hard at work preparing for season
BY RAYMOND AYALA
STAFF WRITER
After a disappointing loss
last season in the early rounds
of the NCAA tournament, the
USD baseball team is already
hard at work preparing for
next season. After the loss of
seniors Jordan Abruzzo and
Shane Buschini to graduation,
and junior Justin Snyder to the
MLB draft, the Toreros know
they had some holes to fill.
It began in the summer,
as junior pitcher Matt Couch
played in the Cape Cod League
and junior pitchers Brian
Matusz and Josh Romanski
played for Team USA.
AJ Griffin was also named
a top prospect as a sophomore,
after putting up ridiculous
numbers in the Central Illi
nois College League. As these
young talents played in their
respective summer leagues,
hed coach Rich Hill was hard at
work, monitoring the progress
of his incoming freshmen class,
which was already ranked in
the top-five pre-MLB draft.
After the MLB draft, teams
such as North Carolina and
Arizona lost multiple talented

freshmen to major league
teams. Hill was hard at work
convincing high school pros
pects Kyle Blair and Victor
Sanchez, along with transfer
Matt Thompson that USD was
the right place for them. He
was successful, as Blair and
Sanchez both decided to put
their major league careers on
hold and play a minimum of
three years of college base
ball (Thompson is a transfer,
making him eligible for only
two seasons).
Also new to the USD pro
gram this year are outfielder
Sequoyah Stonecipher, left
hander Sammy Solis, righthanded pitcher Nick Ousman,
first baseman Steven Kaupang
and infielder Zach Walters. All
of these players are extremely
gifted and should make
an impact during the 2008
season.
The Toreros are already
busy at work, mixing in train
ing with intra-squad practices
during their fall session of
practices. Oct. 7 was the first
day of practices and the prac
tices will conclude on Nov. 16
with a scout day. After watch
ing one practice, I could tell
that this team is determined
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The Toreros are looking to improve on last year's success with extra practices this fall.

to not only make the College
World Series this year, but
also win it. This season, junior
pitchers Josh Romanski and
Brian Matusz will lead the
Toreros. Fresh off of impres
sive performances during their
summer with Team USA, both
pitchers will be fighting for
placement in this year's Major
League Baseball draft. In pre

liminary mock drafts Roman
ski is expected to be drafted
in the late first to early second
round, while Matusz has been
predicated to be off the board
as early as number one, and no
later than the top 10.
Couch is also expected to be
drafted early, as he impressed
many with his performance
during the Cape Cod League

this summer. The Toreros will
play a fall series with Long
Beach State on Oct. 26 to
28, with the final game being
played at home.
This season the team is as
talented as it has ever been,
and the school along with the
baseball team will expect noth
ing less than a trip to Omaha
this season.

Club volleyball gears up for a competitive season
BY STEPHANIE DAUWE
STAFF WRITER
A few Thursdays ago,
over 30 excited USD athletes
waited anxiously by their cell
phones, willing them to ring.
Of those, 17 picked up to hear
the women's club volleyball
team captain Erica Granger's
excited voice.
"Congratulations, you made
the team!" she told them, their
contagious enthusiasm bring
ing a smile to her face.
After having three weeks of
practice under their belts, the
women of USD's still-young
club volleyball program await
their first
tournament with
bated breath.
In just a few short weeks,
the USD women's club volley
ball team will play in their first
STEPHANIE DAUWE/THE VISTA
tournament at neighboring San A few women warm up before the final day of tryouts. Of the 30 women who tried out, only 17 were
Diego State University.
offered a spot on the roster.
Only beginning their second
year back as an official AS- to have a competitive team pressures that come along with so I was able to create a team
funded club, the captains have with a significantly smaller being on varsity. This club that is fun and competitive,"
high hopes for the upcoming time commitment than the seemed like the perfectoppor Farinacci said. "Our goal is
to create a long-standing club
university-funded scholarship tunity."
season.
that will continue even after
In
fall
2006,
after
watching
"It's all about commitment, team. But what the women of
dedication and discipline," both teams do share is a pas the club volleyball program go we all graduate, and the other
on hiatus and retiring to intra- captains and I have spent a lot
Granger said. "If we can sion for the sport.
achieve this, we'll have a team
"I played volleyball all murals, current club president of time and effort to make sure
everyone wants to be a part through high school, and I Francesca Farinacci recog we have a solid foundation."
After last year's rocky
loved it," sophomore team nized an increasing demand
of."
start-up,
the team is now wellUSD women's club volley captain Lindsey Mertens said. for the club team to start up
equipped with veteran players
ball, not to be confused with "When I came to college, I again.
and coaches who have a solid
"I
had
to
take
matters
into
USD's varsity volleyball team, wanted to play competitively,
came into being with the goal but without all the stress and my own hands, and in doing sense of direction.

"Last year was a good step
ping stone for us to bring back
a club that never should have
left," head coach Dominic
Scarfe said. "This season, we
have a lot more athleticism
and dedication, so we can only
grow from here."
This year, the team will
travel nationwide to compete
in tournaments against over
100 club volleyball teams from
around the country. At the end
of the season, nationals will be
held in Austin, Texas. Mean
while, games in Las Vegas,
Minnesota and Arizona will
help the team prepare to take
on the best of the best.
Though the club receives
some funding from AS, the
women will host several fund
raisers throughout the school
year in order to aid in travel
expenses.
The most forthcoming is
the Midnight Madness tourna
ment, scheduled for Oct. 27
in the Athletic Center for any
team of four to six players who
wants to enter.
"Our efforts really need to
cover the full spectrum; from
fund raising, to conditioning,
to promoting student aware
ness and rallying support,"
Granger said. "I'm excited to
see the volleyball club grow
and become a well-known
organization in the USD com
munity."
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Toreros extend unbeaten streak to 11 games
BY J.T. ROGAN
GUEST WRITER
The Toreros' women's
soccer team faced WCC
foes LMU and Pepperdine
this week at Torero Stadium.
Heading into Friday's game
versus LMU, the Lady Tore
ros had amassed a record of
10-1-2 on their way to earn
ing a No. 11 ranking in the
most recent Soccer America
top-25 poll.
The women's team was
able to continue their success
as they defeated LMU 3-1.
LMU brought an eight
match winning streak into
the contest, but the Toreros
were able to register their
second WCC win in as many
chances behind three unan
swered second half goals, one
each by Leigh Ann Robinson,
Amy Epsten and Ashleigh
Shoughro.
Sunday's game pitted the
women's soccer team against
the Waves of Pepperdine.
Each team had chances to
score early in the game, but
not until USD's Amy Epsten's
conference-leading ninth goal
in the 78th minute was the 00 tie unknotted.
The Waves responded with
a goal of their own in the
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87th minute, and it would end
up being the final tally of the
match as the game finished
tied 1-1 after 90 minutes of
regulation and an additional
20 minutes of overtime.
Though the Toreros have not
lost to a WCC opponent thus
far this season (2-0-1), Epsten
is looking forward to seeing
how the team can continue to
get better.
"We're excited about being
undefeated in league play.
We are showing continuous
improvement and we're get
ting better each game," Epsten
said.
Throughout both contests,
junior goalkeeper Brittany
Cameron displayed her ath
leticism while turning away
several scoring tries.
Cameron has been in
strumental in the success of
the Toreros this season. Her
contributions have not gone
unnoticed by those outside
of USD as she was honored
by Soccerbuzz Magazine as a
member of their national team
of the week in late September.
Robinson values Cameron's
continual high-quality per
formance. "[Cameron] is our
rock; I pretty much love her,"
Robinson said.Also mentioned
by Robinson was the value of
Cameron's ability to allow the
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Senior Leigh Ann Robinson fights for position against an LMU defender.

Toreros to stay close in games
in which the Toreros' defense
was susceptible to many goalscoring opportunities.
Cameron is allowing just
over a half goal per game while
having shutout the opponent
in seven of the 15 games.
The Toreros take their 111 -3 record on the road as they
travel to the Pacific Northwest

this week to play the sixthranked team in the nation in
Portland today and Gonzaga
Sunday.
Today's game at Portland
will be nationally televised on
Fox Soccer Channel.
The importance of today's
game is not lost on the team.
"I feel like we have a decent
chance to win the conference
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if we beat Portland in Port
land this Thursday," Robinson
said.
Epsten seconded Robin
son's statement by adding that
today's match is indeed a game
that is largely important to the
team's future success.
A victory over Portland
would vault USD into first
place in the conference.
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Everybody at USD is doing i t .
just ask around.

BE COOL

3785 OCEAN FRONT WALK
• 3 Two-Level Condos!
• Chic Interiors

• Offered From $1,895,000

3 2 7 5 OCEAN FRONT WALK

•Only 5 Studios Left! I
• Just Steps From The Sand

• Offered From $498,500
Best Vaiue in Mission Beach!

